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_ Widespread Poverty, Homelessness, and the 
Obama Administration’s Agenda for Change 


by Robert L. Terrell 


his is a propitious moment to try 


to influence the national dia-_ 


logue regarding endemic pover- 

ty and homelessness here in the 
United States. Three factors in particular 
lead to this conclusion: the $700 billion 
bailout for Wall Street engineered by the 
U.S. Congress, the global financial crisis, 
and the mandate for change recently 
extended to Barack Obama by voters in 
virtually every section of the nation. 

The bailout, which some refer to as 
“George Bush Socialism,” requires that we 
rethink current assumptions about the role 
of government vis-a-vis major societal 
problems. Before the bailout was approved 
by Congress — and virtually every other 
significant sector of the ruling class — con- 
servatives consistently managed to impede 


virtually all substantive efforts to alter 


national policies regarding the use of gov- 
ernment to eliminate social problems. 

Thus, in addition to asserting that there 
was no money for major, new social pro- 
grams focused on poverty and homeless- 


ness, they routinely argued that any such 


programs would violate the capitalistic 
principles on which the nation’s financial 
system allegedly rests. 

Fortunately, the massive Wall Street 


bailout exposed the bias spe in that 
particular form of resistance to change. 
Immediately after it became apparent that 
“the Street” was in trouble, largely due to 
its own addiction to self-serving financial 


chicanery, the full might of the federal - 


government was, quickly nope ey to pro- 
vide assistance. 

The swift manner in which the $700 
billion bailout was approved and allocated 
validated the point that so-called “bleed- 
ing heart liberals” have been making at 
least since the Great Depression — gov- 
ernment can, and should, be used to solve 
major social problems. 

As a result, it is now apparent that 
huge sums of money, and the full array of 
government resources, could be efficient- 
ly deployed to address poverty and home- 
lessness, if the will to do so is sufficient. 
Unfortunately, there is no critical mass of 
public support-at this moment in a 
of such action. 

This is largely due to hc epi 
entrenched biases that exist in the’ United 
States which consistently favor the 
wealthy. The Bush tax cuts, which dispro- 
portionately benefit those at the top of the 
nation’s increasingly steep economic 
pyramid, constitute a particularly egre- 


- gious example of the biased nature of 


national policy regarding the distribution 


of resources and opportunities. 

One of the most unfortunate results of 
such bias is our government’s continuing 
neglect of the huge segment of the populace 
composed of poor people, including those 
who are so poor that they are forced to live 
— and all too frequently, die — on the 
streets. Any reasonably honest person has 


to acknowledge that this absolutely 


deplorable situation is immoral. It is also 
illegal, according to the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, which holds 
that every person has a right to housing. 
Spokespersons for poor nations with 
limited resources frequently assert that they 
can’t afford to provide adequate housing to 
all their citizens. There’s some validity to 
such claims. But even in the case of poor 


nations, much more can and should be done - 
to house those who are too poor to afford to ° 


do so themselves. 
Wealthy nations such as the United 
States can’t reasonably claim that they can’t 
_afford to house the homeless, because this 
is obviously not true. The truth of the mat- 
“ter is that the United States can easily afford 
to house every person in the nation who is 
too poor to do so for him or her self. In 
order to build support for government 
reforms of the sort needed to eliminate 
poverty and homelessness, pressure needs 
to be applied in the citadels of power. 


This effort should include coordinated 
efforts to get the incoming Obama admin- 
istration to place poverty and homeless- 
ness higher on its list of domestic priori- 
ties than seems to be the case at this 


moment. My best judgment is that those - 


who pursue this course of action should 
coordinate their efforts. They should also 
consolidate their dialogue in support of 
three key reasons why national policy 
regarding endemic poverty and homeless 
people needs to be radically reformed. 


The first is that arbitrary, preventable — 


suffering of the sort typically experienced 
_by poor and homeless people is immoral. 
As such, it degrades the character and 
quality of life for everyone in the society, 
the wealthy included. 

The second major reason why endemic 
poverty and homelessness should be elim- 
inated is that they are, as indicated above, 


illegal. U.S. proponents of human rights. 


have not pursued prosecutions in domestic 
or international courts up to this point. 
Nonetheless, my best sense is that itis 
just a matter of time’ until human rights 
laws begin to be taken more seriously in 
this nation. Thus, it is possible to foresee 
a time in the not-too-distant future when 
charges of criminal neglect will be lodged 
against major political figures in the 


See Homelessness and Obama page 15 
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Tenants Protest Governor’ Ss Attack on Renters Rebate 


by 7 Johnston 


n Nov. 19, a broad coalition of 
30 groups, including tenant 
activists and advocates in the 
low-income community, ral- 
lied at the state building in San Francisco, 
urging Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger to 
restore the renters rebate. 
06 recipients of the Senior Citizens 
Renters Tax Assistance Program, the 
rebate they receive at the end of each year 
— an amount up.to $347.50 — makes it 
easier to.pay for other living expenses, 
such as food and medicine. ° 
“We are here to say ‘hell, no’ to the 
governor’s attempt to balance the budget 
on the backs of poor people,” said Dean 
Preston, director of Tenants Together and 
one of the event’s organizers. 
Similar rallies also took place at state 


offices in Los Angeles and San Diego in .’ 


response to Schwarzenegger’s $191 mil- 


lion line-item veto of the rebate. Usually, - 


senior and disabled renters, as well as eli- 
gible homeowners who earn less than 
$44,096, receive the money. 

Speakers at the rally were quick to 
point out that the rebate was about the 
same amount that Schwarzenegger’s 
favorite cigar costs. Websites that sell 
Montecristo No. 2, Schwarzenegger’s 
brand, suggest it’s within that price range. 

Kym Meadows, a member of the 
Mission SRO Collaborative, was angry to 
learn her expected check wouldn’t be 


Tenants rally in San Francisco to protest the elimination of the renters rebate. 


arriving this October. Instead, she 
received a terse form letter that read, “We 
cannot pay the assistance amount you 
claim. This is not a denial of your claim.” 


Meadows, who lives on $31 per week - 


after cashing his disability check, was 
counting on the money to buy bed covers 
and sprays to fight bed bugs in her hotel 
room. But ‘more importantly, she couldn’t 
use the money to buy a Greyhound ticket 
to visit her family in San Bernandino. 


“IT wasn’t able to see my favorite and 
only aunt,” she said. “She died last month. 
I was heartbroken that I wasn’t able to 
attend the funeral.” 

Brian Basinger, director of the AIDS 
Housing Alliance/SF, said homeowners 
will also lose out to the-tune of $41 mil- 
lion. He relies on the rebate to pay for his 
homeowners’ insurance. He also noted ‘the 
$700 billion the federal government used 
to bail out financial service companies. 


“T think it sounds really hollow when 
they turn around and impact senior. and 
disabled homeowners by taking away the 
money that keeps us in our homes,” 
Basinger said. | 

Basinger’ S agency saw a 50 percent 
increase of people seeking emergency 
assistance. As a marriage equality activist, 
_ Basinger sees the Proposition 8 campaign 


»to ban same- SEX marriage as an attempt to - 


distract voters from other cutbacks. 


Schwarzenegger also cut the Medicare — 


reimbursement of SSDI recipients, he 


“said. As of Dec. 3, payments will be 


reduced from $200 to $95. 

“We have to maintain our poverty con- 
nections in the queer community,” 
- Basinger said. 

Assemblyman-elect Tom Amimiine 
observed a disconnect between 
Schwarzenegger, once a bankable 
Hollywood star, and his constituents when 
he recently visited his office. 

He noticed a tent outside the office 


_where the governor smokes cigars, pre- 


sumably to circumvent a smoking ban in 
public buildings. 

“He lives in that tent like it’s a bubble,” 
Ammiano said. “You may be a movie star 
and you may be an action hero but we’re 


_ going to kick your ass on this one!” 


To ‘sign the rebate petition to restore 
funding, log on to http://org2. democracyin- 
action.org/o/5247/t/179 1/petition.jsp ?peti- 
tion_KEY=16. You may also call Gov. 
Schwarzenegger’s office at (916) 445-2841. 


When a Family Falls onto the Street... 


The recent housing col- 
lapse is forcing middle- 
class families into the 
ranks of homelessness. 


by Paul Boden, Western Regional 
Advocacy Project 


or more than 25 years, individu- 

als working on the frontlines of 

homelessness have called for a 

- serious re-examination of our 

federal policies and priorities regarding 
housing for poor people. 

Now the recent housing collapse is 
forcing middle-class families into the 
ranks of homelessness. More and more 
families in economic crisis are using their 
diminishing funds to live in cars and 
motels, often times doubling and tripling 
up with anyone who will take them in. 
But instead of creating policies to give 
poor and low-income families a roof over 
their heads, the federal government is 
placing new obstacles to a humane solu- 
tion to a growing problem. 

On October 2, 2008, the House of 
Representatives passed bill HR 7221, leg- 
islation that makes life harder for many 
poor and working families. The Senate 
will have a final vote on the bill (S.1518) 
when lawmakers reconvene after the elec- 
tion. If this bill then becomes law, as 
many people fear, thousands of destitute 
and poor working families will face hur- 
dles to “qualify” for services funded with 
federal homeless assistance dollars. 

The bill will leave behind working fami- 
lies living in cars and hotels who have lost 
everything. Homeless families doubled and 
tripled up with other people, or living in 
hotels or motels, will be forced to show 
“credible” evidence to authorities or prove 
they have less than two weeks worth of 
money for rent to be able to qualify for des- 
perately needed services to avoid living i in 
America’s doorways. 


A homeless woman with her two children sits on the streets of San Francisco. 


This House bill promotes a cruel and 


_ vicious cycle. Once families lose their 


homes, they scramble for any place to stay. 
If they stay on the streets, left with only 
tents to call home, they risk being catego- 
rized as “unfit parents” and losing their 
children to public agencies. Families will 
do everything humanly possible not to have 
that happen. So they will stay with other 
people in unstable situations, or in motels. 
But ironically, that decision to keep and 
protect their children would render them 
ineligible for homeless assistance. __ 
Family homelessness, as with the mort- 
gage crisis today, is deeply rooted in federal 
government decisions. From 1978 to 2003, 
the Budget Authority of the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development fell from 
$83 billion to $29 billion in 2004 constant 
dollars. Meanwhile in that same time peri- 
od, federal expenditures on mortgage inter- 
est deductions grew from $40 billion to 


$122 billion. Direct entitlement programs 
aimed at housing poor people were replaced 
with the mortgage interest tax deduction 
program aimed at promoting home owner- 
ship, an unachievable dream for many poor 
and low-income working families. 

Mortgages are collapsing, homes are 
being foreclosed, and homeowners are 
becoming poor people. 


It should have been clear all along that 


Reaganomics and the lifting of more and 
more regulations since 1983 would have a 
negative effect for others down the road. 
Homelessness is the end of that road: 

New regulation, stable credit markets, 
and prevention of foreclosures are all essen- 
tial. But so is the guarantee of an affordable 
dwelling for millions of working people. 
Yet even in the financial and political tur- 
bulence of the moment, neither presidential 
candidate was overly concerned with feder- 
al housing policies and priorities. 
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Homelessness got rare mention. With 
President-elect Obama taking over in 
January, we all need to work together to — 
bring about the “Change” called for. _ 

In 2006, the Department of Education 
reported 688,174 homeless children in our 
schools. Their number is increasing, but 
poverty is once again ignored on the 
national stage. | 

So: far, homeless families have been 
relatively invisible to the general public. 
That’s changing. Many will be forced into 
the desperate situation of actually sleeping 
in our streets before our government will 
“allow” us to assist them. 

The federal government, along with 
unregulated banks, created the crisis and 
banks are being bailed out. Families end 
up living in crisis and get cut out of emer- 
gency assistance. 

When a family falls into the street, 
does anyone hear it? 
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San Francisco Police Violently Assault Homeless Youth 


*“He was bleeding bad, ” said 
Altaira. “He was all gored 
up. It was ridiculous. He did 
not do anything. He wasn’t 
resisting the entire time. He 
was on the ground scream- 
ing, “Somebody help me!” - 


by Carol Harvey 


erhaps you have walked by Golden 
Gate Park in San Francisco and 
noticed groups of young people 
running or lounging on the soft green 
lawn. Watch: the gathering more closely. 
Soon you will see a colorfully dressed 
community of individuals talking, laugh- 
“ing and playing with dogs. Stand and lis- 
ten, and. you may hear music. Many play 
instruments. Some are very. good. 
Wait patiently, and a cop on a bike or 
driving a black-and-white vehicle will 


inevitably wind up the path through the | 


crowd. Uniforms will emerge, and a dark- 
er atmosphere will blot out the afternoon 
like a creeping fog. 


Persuaded by the media that these peo- — 


ple are violent, dangerous malingerers, per- 


_ haps you avoid the park entrance. After 


conducting 20 interviews regarding exces- 
sive force police beatings of “Ashtray” and 
“Bryan Martin,” I found that nothing could 
be further from the truth. 

These people are without housing, and 
they panhandle. But.they do not ask 
twice, nor will-they “insist.” At close 
range, they are polite, engaging, friendly, 
and intelligent. These are well-traveled 
“road dogs,” worldly and sophisticated, 
moving freely inside and. outside the 
country. These travelers bitchhike without 
money or fear. 

They will tell you that they are commit- 
ted firmly to peace, love and family. Their 
family is each other, and it extends from 
coast to coast. Dark-eyed Matt spoke of 
visiting his “family” in many states. — 

During Matt’s first day on the street, 
he heard words “that changed my life for- 
ever.” He walked by his first “road dog” 
who asked him for money. Noticing 
_Matt’s backpack, the man said, “Oh, I’m 
sorry. You’re family. Whoever lugs a 50- 
pound pack ue day and does what I do is 
family to me.’ 

“Matt said he “realized most people . 
who live in house don’t look out for each 
other. Here, all my road dogs and friends 
look out for me as I look out for them. 
Yeah, we get drunk and into fights, and 
stupid stuff, but we are all together. We 
help each other because we know where 
each other is at. If I have food, I’m going 
~ to give half of it away. If I have a beer, 
everyone’s going to drink. You give away 
what you have because you know what 
it’s like not to get. The main thing on the 
street is sharing. Sharing is caring a hun- 
dred percent.” : 

A new string of police beatings and 
false arrests began in mid-October 2008 
with the beating of 57-year-old Robert 
Bearden (“Keys”). It was followed on 
October 24 by a savage attack on a home- 


A small group of young people in Golden Gate Park band together with heik com 
puppy. These street youth have Demented brutal police beatings recently on H. 


_less youth, “Ashtray,” and was plead 
November 12 with the body slamming of 
Bryan in front of the American Apparel 
store on Haight. There have been other 
police encounters, including the unlawful 
detention of “Julie” and her partner. 
“Members of the Coalition. on 


Homelessness note that such violence 
occurs when bullies act out their aggres- 


sion on those they perceive to be weaker. 
However, the homeless youth in Golden 
Gate Park are not taking this sitting down. 
They are not the victimized people the 
police apparently perceive them to be. - 
Some Haight Street residents and busi- 
ness people have begun supporting the 
“street kids” by witnessing for them, 
videotaping attacks, and publicly 
denouncing police violence. 
A PROTEST OF POLICE BEATINGS. 
On Oct. 24, the homeless youth staged 
a protest march and a display of solidarity 
..and support for Ashtray. “Grateful,” 
“Very Unimportant,” and others proudly 
described their activism. They drew a line 


around Ashtray’s blood splatters on the 


concrete at the entrance to Golden Gate 
Park where the beating occurred. They 
made signs they carried during the march. 
They chanted forcefully about stopping 
SFPD violence. 

On Nov. 18, Director Mary Howe and 
Christine Jones and Nina Hiller of The 
Homeless Youth Alliance, located at 1696 


Haight Street, sponsored a “Know Your - 


Rights” workshop led by Sarah Barnes of 
The Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights 
_and activist attorney, John Viola. It was 
attended by a group of 25-30 youth. 
Attorney Viola emphasized some 
corollaries to constitutional civil rights of 
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Ae So ee State: 


free speech and assembly: 

I. You are not required to speak to a 
police officer if one approaches you. 

2. The officer must have an articulable 
reason to detain or search you. 

3. It is best to say little or nothing to an 
officer who can use what you say against 
you and be fishing for information. 

4. You may ask, “Am I being 
detained?” and “Am I free to go?” : 

‘In the two beatings, the SFPD, not the 
street kids, repeatedly violated the law. 


THE BEATING OF ASHTRAY 


On Oct. 24, 2008, Ashtray was beaten 
by police inside the entrance to Golden 
Gate Park. Witnesses described what they 


had seen. Dusky-voiced, blonde Altaira 


said, “I was inside the park facing (Stanyan 


- and Haight). This kid is sitting (against the - 


low cement slab wall just inside the 
entrance to Golden Gate Park) playing his 
guitar. | saw the cop talking to him. 


“Next thing I know, (Officer Terrence) © 


Kelly just went WHACK! Right across 
the face. WHACK! Again. He hit him in 
the back of the head. Kid fell down. Hit 
him in the shin. They got him cuffed.” 
The police smashed his guitar. It lay on 
the ground next to him. 
“Ashtray wasn’t doing anything,” 


_ Altaira said. Otis, Jackson, and Altaira 


angrily described police beating Ashtray 
as he lay. “The first-time the guy hit him 
in the face, he was on his back with his 
hands to the side up over his head,” said 
Otis. “Then they started beating the crap 
out of him.” The “older guy” restrained 


him while “Kelly beat him.” 


“He was bleeding bad,” Altaira contin- 
ued. “He was all gored up. It was ridicu- 
lous. He didn’t do aus He wasn’t 
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fale Street near the park. 


All works copyrighted by the authors. 


Carol Harvey 
photo 


resisting the entire time. He was on the 
ground screaming, “Somebody help me!” 
Kelly beat him a few more times in the 
face. While he was putting him in the 
back seat, Kelly had Ashtray by the hair. 
Instead of easing his head in through the 
door, the officer grabbed Ashtray by his 


dreadlocks and slammed his face into the 
side of the car. — 


“If one of us did that to anybody else, 
we'd be in jail,” Altaira said. “Why isn’t 
he (Kelly) in jail?” Altaira was adamant. 
“I am pissed!” 

“We are all pissed!” said Otis. “They 
thought they were going to have a riot for 
a minute. While he was beating him 
down, there were 30 of us yelling and 
screaming at them to stop. When he saw 


See Police Assault Homeless Youth page 10 
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Millions from Homeless Lawsuit Distributed in Fresno 


Some plaintiffs can now afford housing, others charge the settlement was unfair 


‘Alphonso Williams, one of 
the plaintiffs in the case, 
paid for 14 months rent at 
his new apartment. He said, 
“It feels great to be out of 
the ditch and have a bed to 
come home to at night.” 


by Mike Rhodes 


ocial service workers, police offi- 
cers, and workers at Fresno City 
Hall have expressed concern that 
the record $2.3 million settlement 
in a homeless lawsuit, filed to stop 
‘Caltrans afd the City of Fresno from seiz- 
ing and destroying homeless. people’s per- 
sonal property, would end in tragedy. 
They said that homeless. people could suf- 
fer from drug overdoses, robbery, and vio- 
lence when the money from the lawsuit 
hit the streets. 
This concern became 4 part of the set- 
tlement, when the City of Fresno insisted 
that the majority of the money be given 
for housing, utilities, etc. Only $485,000 
was allocated to be given in cash to the 
homeless people who are members of the 
class action lawsuit. 
Fortunately, the predicted boon for 
- drug dealers and predators does not seem 
to have occurred. Instead; a small but 
growing number of the homeless people 


who benefited from. the settlement have - 


rented apartments or houses and are look- 
ing forward to a second chance at life. 

Alphonso Williams, one of the named 
plaintiffs in the case, paid for 14 months 
rent at his new apartment. Williams said, 
“It feels great to be out of the ditch and 
have a bed to. come home to at night.” 

Williams was a plaintiff in Kincaid v. 
City of Fresno, a lawsuit against the City 
of Fresno and Caltrans filed in October 
2006. Within a month, U.S. District Judge 
Oliver Wanger issued a preliminary 
_ injunction that stopped Caltrans and the 
City of Fresno from seizing and immedi- 
ately destroying the personal property of 
homeless people. 

Williams and hss: wife, Sherri Williams, 
had their wedding pictures, a wheelchair, 
and many other personal items taken and 
destroyed by the city. Other homeless peo- 
ple lost identification cards, clothes, tools, 
tents, blankets, and medicine. One woman 
lost an urn containing her granddaughter’s 
ashes, which was taken and destroyed by 
city sanitation workers. . 

The settlement of the lawsuit took 


place in June 2008 and the large monetary ~~ 


settlement electrified the local homeless 
community. Everyone and their brother 
wanted to be a part of the class action 
lawsuit, after it was settled. 

Liza Apper, a member-of the St. 
Benedict Catholic Worker, was appointed 
by the court as the settlement administra- 
tor. It was Apper’s job to equitably dis- 
tribute the proceeds in the settlement to 
those who had been affected. by the city’s 
policy. It was because of her attention to 
detail and commitment to distribute the 
money in a way that benefits fhe homeless 
that the nightmare scenarios (drugs, rob- 
bery, and violence) never materialized: 

Everyone knew that the distribution of 
money was not going to be easy. There 
was no roadmap or perfect system that 

‘ could be used to -guarantee absolute fair- 
ness. It was anticipated that some people 
were going to apply who were not home- 
less at the time of the city raids and it was 
acknowledged that some people who were 
affected had moved to another city; had 


Austin Siian and Joanna Garcia were homeless until they received their share of the record $2.3 million settlement 


in the class action lawsuit. Now they live in this apartment complex and are starting to rebuild their lives. photo 


died, or for some other reason could not 
fill out the paperwork. Ultimately, 352 
people did apply and 344 were accepted 
as class members. 

The 344 class members were ed ona 
scale of one to five to determine the level 


_ of compensation they would receive in the 


settlement. The ratings were based on the 
Value of possessions they had lost, the 
number of times they had suffered sweeps 
and raids, the emotional loss and trauma 
involved, and the hardships it had causéd. 
Apper began the distribution of the set- 
tlement money on October 2, 2008. She 


limited cash disbursements to $1,000 a. 


month and insisted that each homeless 
person receiving money had a bank 
account where the money could be safely 
deposited. Checks fer housing or other 
necessities were made ‘out directly to the 
business or individual providing the ser- 
vice. This did not always go smoothly, as 
some stores did not honor the “third 
party” checks. 

One homeless woman told me she was 
“embarrassed and humiliated” when her 


‘ check was rejected at Target. She said, “I 


was with my friend yesterday when we 
took a full shopping cart to the checkout 
counter. They told us, in front of every- 
one, that our check was no good.” 

The same problem happened to 
Alphonso Williams at Sears when he tried 
to buy a TV. “What the fuck is going on 
with our money?” he asked me. 

Bryan Apper, Liza’s husband, said ha 
they are having ongoing problems with 
Sears and Target, but that Wal-Mart is 
now accepting checks without any prob- 
lems. The check cashing problems are due 
fo the store’s policies of cashing third 
party checks and has nothing to do with 
the solvency of the settlement account. 

_ Cynthia Greene, another of the original 
named plaintiffs in the case, also has 
problems with the settlement, “My friend 
Charles Montgomery, who suffered as 
much as any of us out here, only got a 
smal! amount of cash,” she said. “It is not 
even enough for him to replace the teeth 


he lost in one of the raids. It is just not 


fair!”; 
Montgomery told me that he will also 
receive.money for housing, but that would 
not get him back his teeth. “How come 
my friend Geno got a lot-more money 


Before benefiting from the settlement, Joanna Garcia and Austin : 
Simon lived under the bridge on H Street, in a homeless encampment photo 
known as New Jack City. 


than I did?” he asked. “We filled our 
forms out together and théy were pretty 
much the same.” 

_ Geno confirmed the story and said he 
had no idea why he got more money than 
his friend Charles. Both Geno and Charles 


‘wanted to know what they could do to 


appeal what they considered an Brey 
and unfair decision... 

~Bryan Apper said that he and cae 
would not discuss any individual cases. 

Arnold Sanchez said he was also very 
disappointed in the outcome of the settle- 
ment. Sanchez told me that he wanted to 
“buy some tools so I-can go into the bicy- 


”~ 


Mike Rhodes 


and the Rescue Missiotr took them once. 
Why did my husband and I only get 


$300? I don’t understand why this hap- , 


pened and why some people who. were not 
even homeless are walking out of there 


with checks for tens of thousands of dol- 


lars.” Bailey wanted to know what she 

could do to appeal Apper’s decision. 
Bryan Apper said his “understanding is 

that the decision of the settlement adminis- 


_ trator is final” and “as a practical matter, the 


cle repair business and get a small apart- . 


ment so I’m no longer on the Street. 
Honestly man, I need to get off the streets, 
I don’t want to die out here.” 

Sanchez, who said he has been homeless 
for about eight years, suffered repeatedly 
from the city raids on homeless encamp- 
ments. He said the amount of money he 
received in the settlement was insulting and 
unfair. Sanchez said that he has complained 
to Fresno Mayor Alan Autry about the situ- 
ation and that he plans to.bring the issue 
before Judge Oliver Wanger, the federal 
judge who heard the case. 

Lori Bailey said she was upset and 
frustrated that she only received $300. 
“Caltrans took all of our things two times 


pie has already been divided. To create a 
new round of awards would require asking 
other claimants to pay back a portion of the 
money that they already received.” 

Paul Alexander, lead attorney for the 
homeless plaintiffs in the lawsuit, said in 


_ Tesponse to inquiries about the fairness of. 


the settlement that, “Liza Apper was 
selected by the court to be the settlement 
administrator i in the case. The settlement 


administrator has the authority to deter-_ 


mine who is a class member, how. much 
money each person will receive, based on 
factors such as the nature of property that 
was destroyed, whether the claimant suf- 
fered severe emotional trauma, how many 
times the claimant suffered property 
destruction and the like. For many rea- 
sons, her decisions are essentially final. 
“In fact, it appears that she has made her 


See Fresno Lawsuit page /4 
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HHOSING THE 
The Department of Public 
Works sends flusher trucks 


to drive away homeless peo- 
ple by spraying them with 
powerful bursts of water in 


the dead of the night. 
-by Carol Harvey 
- t 4:00 a.m., the silent street 


waits. A row of swathed bod- 
ies slumbers 


in San Francisco. Brilliant: lights stab the 


darkness. A siren screams. A police car: 


hurtles just ahead of a Department of 
Public Works “flusher truck.” — 


Seconds later, orange-vested men. 


approach, shouting groggy sleepers off the 
street. People scatter, gathering belongings. 
A huge white vehicle roars past, jetting a 


powerful water arc over struggling people. 


A phosphorescent halo spray glows eerily 
around carts, heads, and bodies. 

Memphis was there. “They run me off 
four times this morning,” he said, pointing. 
“I moved here and over there and up there, 
circling the block. They start at 2:30, 3:00 


_ o'clock. You just keep moving. You’re 
tired all day. You don’t get no sleep. 


“Three days ago around 3:00 a.m. they 
soaked me three times when I was asleep. 
They didn’t give me no warning. I was 
soaked through: and through. My shoes 
were soaking wet. I couldn’t walk in 
them. I didn’t have no shoes for three 


~ days. Finally somebody gave me some. 


“Once | caught pneumonia behind it. 
There are chemicals in that water, chlo- 


rine or something.. You can smell it. It. 
burns your eyes. The boss is a big guy 
who rides in a little pickup truck.” 


At 4:30 or 5:00 a.m., Mr. Tek Chau, 
manager of the All Day Café at 7th and 
Market Street, approached, passing busi- 
nesses on his block. It was not raining, but 
water shone on the street and sidewalk. 
The large white trucks working this early 
shift had surged water through his open 
door at 9:00 and 10:00 p.m. on other 
nights. Hard pressure from a 10-cm,- 
diameter fire hose-like nozzle had soaked 
the floor inside his door. Before he could 
open, he had to mop his entryway. 

A soft-spoken, unidentified man await- 
ing a bed inside the Tenderloin Health 
Center on Golden Gate had witnessed 
water sprayed with force into the All Day 
Café. Three times in the previous two 
weeks, and again around midnight on 
Golden Gate Avenue, the soft-spoken 


A Homeless Man 
Sleeping in an Alcove 
by Maureen Hartmann 


He was a tall, dignified man 
with a white beard, 


dressed handsomely, with good fecie 


A neat encampment,. 
mainly a double bed 


with mattress apparently set on box springs 


was set far back in the alcove. 


A large suitcase was set on the well-made 


bed when he was gone. 


His things and the bed disappeared one aay, 


and so did he. 


Then he reappeared with a siéepitie bag’ 


in a corner of the alcove. ~- 
Finally-the sleeping bag disappeared, 
And I saw him once sitting in ~ 

the empty alcove. 

He nodded when I asked him 

if his things were taken 

by the Department of Public Works. -- 


along the 
Tenderloin Health Center wall 
~ at Leavenworth and Golden Gate Avenue 


- «STREET SPIRIT 


HOMELESS OFF City STREETS 


A water truck sprays down the sidewalks on Golden Gate Avenue, 


man saw housed and unhoused alike 
struggling for footing, as they scurried 
from the flusher truck’s pressure hose. 

He watched the orange-vested DPW 
worker walking in front of the truck, 
yelling, “Get out of the way.” There was 
no advance warning, no police siren. He 
quietly observed that the water, which 


“seems more powerful than just to clean,” 


could topple small children and adults. 
On Oct. 10, 2008, “Mountain Flower” 


-Teported witnessing the spraying of All Day | 


Café street clientele. She told me that sever- 


al mornings at.4:00 a.m., DPW workers 


woke this well-spoken, disabled, 60-ish 
woman and her attentive guardian, “Bruce 
Wayne,” where they slept at 50 Ivy behind 
Tom Waddell Clinic. With five minutes’ 
warning, DPW rousted them. 

Workers announced, “We have to 
clean up the streets for the mayor. He 
wants to clean out the- homeless.” The 
homeless people were ordered to “Go 
South of Market.” 

They gathered cardboard and sleeping 
bags and, instead, ran to the Civic Center 


“baby park” because that would not be 


sprayed. There, they escaped the “big, fat 
trucks” filled with “S00 gallons of water,” 
using powerful hoses at “280 pounds’ 
pressure” shooting “right over the vehi- 
cles (onto) the sidewalk.” (Bruce knew 
this. His uncle was a fireman.) 
In the last six weeks, DPW appeared to 
have stepped up the frequency and vigi- 
lance of its street-washing operations. 


DPW officials ‘confirmed three shifts a 


day, trucks out seven days a week. All ten 


‘interviewees for this article mentioned 


increased police and DPW presence in 


Comfort 
by Sue Ellen Pector ; 
It’s odd the moments that offer comfort. 


| My neighbor gives me a ride 
hex doggie sneaks kisses 
wiggling to reach me 
from her back seat. 


Children’s honest appraisals and 


At the market 


a man is surprised by my tiny bags of beans, of rice. 


“7’m unemployed.” 


“For how long?” 


“Years, due to physical disabilities and gray hair, 
I’m frowned upon by this job market.” 


“They should, value my gr ay.’ 


He pays the cashier for my groceries and disappears. 


the amused wonder of grown folk. 


“They shouldn’t look at your gray, I have it too.” 


downtouns San Francisco. Office once 


on Mission reported spray from the pow- 


erful flusher truck hoses washing over car 
tops, hitting sidewalk pedestrians, shop- 
pers and tourists. 

On Tuesday, Oct. 21, blond Chris, an 
alert, respectful homeless man outside the 


downtown San Francisco Public Library, - 


repeatedly crossed himself to emphasize 
his honesty. He said that, for the last 
month, his group slept on the 50 Ivy side- 
walk behind the Tom Waddell clinic. 
DPW usually arrived in a pickup truck at 


4:00 or 5:00 a.m. forcing them to relocate. - 


Two weeks ago, however, things 


. changed. Workers arrived at 2:30 a.m., 


saying, “Get out. We’re spraying the 
streets.”” The flusher trucks roared in. 
Suddenly, two moves and two sleep dis- 


turbances were mandated: the first to a 
nearby parking lot, the second when the 
police appeared there and threatened to 
arrest them for outstanding tickets or 
infractions of any kind if they stayed. 
“Mountain Flower’s” friend, Bruce, 

noted that, around 10:00 a.m., while he was 
reading outside the San Francisco Public 
Library, DPW hosed the statues, apparently 


_ to clean them of pigeon droppings. He was 


hit with spray that stung his eyes. Diabetes 
had sensitized his eyes to pain and damage 
from chlorine. For Bruce, suds signified 
another chemical present. 

~ On Oct. 17 outside the library, “Mousie” 


_and Britain Hartman agreed the suds 


smelled like “cheap, clear, Mexican-made 
general cleaner you buy at the dollar store.” 

Inquiries with DPW’S Bureau of Street 
and Environmental Services officials veri- 


fied two water truck types used in street 


what is te be done? 


Election Day 
by Michael Creedon 
This earth’s politicians’ population being 

highly made up of chameleons who turn their eyes 

from genocide, murder, dehumanization, backstabbing, 
persecution of those different — worse yet, look right on 
‘with the smile of a hound, rising up from a horde with plenty 
who will follow them, delighted at the opportunity to deploy 
a weapon, wield a knife, enjoy a rape, step on a child 


among what we hope is most of us who are outraged and cry 
for change without violence, hope in the face of despair, truth 
‘winning out in an openly stacked deck 


| Honest and sincere, truthful-hearted orators urge us te vote 
| at often demonstrably rigged voting boxes or those that are fair 
for leaders whose souls are never seen until election — 


oh, we pray there are countries where it is not that bad yet, 
| where the best of the best are not really like the rest 
| I pledge my soul I don’t know what to do 


but be my best and trust nothing but my best 
in my actions as well as in my oh so lofty talk 


forcing homeless ‘People to flee in the middle of the night. 


cleaning operations: A eeantit white 
vehicle called a “flusher truck” containing 
a powerful spray hose coming out of a 
‘huge tank filled at City water hydrants, 
and a pressure washer called a “Steamer.” 
A “biodegradable” product DPW calls 
“Smell Good,” is applied to the pavement. 
Then the steamer sprays heated water, 
removing urine and fecal matter. 

An unidentified South American man 
at the Tenderloin Housing Clinic insisted 
the pressure washer “has chemicals.” 
Despite reports by homeless people of an 
odor emanating from the newly cleaned 
pavement, officials denied chemicals. 
They also insisted the streets were cleared 
for this procedure, thereby removing the 


possibility of exposure. 
-The procedure was a response ‘to 


neighborhood complaints of homeless 


people “using the streets for a bathroom.” 
“Mountain Flower,” Bruce and others tes- 
tified they could not use Civic Center 
facilities either inside or outside because 
people with weapons shot up there. 


All ten interviewees reported sleep © 
deprivation and exposure, recognized 


forms of torture. 
The South American man surmised 


that the morning DPW worker was impa- . 


tient to end her shift. “I got a little late 
because of my bag, blanket, and clothes,” 
he said. Two nights ago at 4:30 a.m., she 
rushed, and “I got wet.” He took it upon 
himself to drop a water bottle at her feet. 
Then he asserted that, under the Geneva 
Convention, she had assaulted him “in 
violation of my human right to sleep.” 


by Paul Boden, Western Regional 
Advocacy Eroject 


he current proliferation of separate 

court systems within the U.S. crim- 

inal justice system — often 
referred to as “restorative justice’ — tells 
us all we need to know about how govern- 
ment is addressing the health care and 

- housing needs of America’s poor. 

Because many poor mentally ill or 


unhoused or drug-addicted people get. 


arrested, the courts became more and 
more overcrowded with what was deemed 
to be “social issues.” The response was to 
create separate systems for the administra- 
tion of these cases. : 

Ironically, these Substance Abuse 
Courts, Mental Health Courts and, most 
recently, Homeless Courts all coincide with 
drastic reductions in state and federal gov- 
ernment funding of community-based treat- 
ment and housing programs. In one classic 
example, the King County Court system in 
the state of Washington established Mental 
Health Courts while, at the same time, the 
state cut 6 million dollars in community- 
based mental health programs. 

This is not an isolated incident. It has 
become a national trend. While the social 
service branches of government have 


divested themselves of responsibility to ful- 
fill their initial mandates, the branch of gov- 


ernment charged with incarceration and 
rehabilitation has created a whole new role 
for itself, that of an access point to treat- 
ment, social workers and shelter services. 

In 1997, only two Mental Health 
Courts existed in the United States. Today 
we have over 100. It is ironic that, at pre- 
sent, the three largest residential mental 


Separate But Unequal 
Homeless Courts Corrupt the 
U.S. System of Criminal Justice | 


Defendants in homeless courts are presumed guilty and 
must plead guilty in order to avail themselves of whatever 
services are offered by the courts. Due process, anyone? 


STREET SPIRIT 


health facilities in the United States are 
the Los Angeles County jail, Cook ' 
- County jail in Chicago and Rikers Island . 


in New York City! Mentally ill jail 


inmates are 2.5 times more likely to have’ 
been homeless prior to incarceration than _ 


all other inmates. 
The criminal justice system is ill 


equipped to address the social issues 


being dumped on its courtroom floors, so 
now we are getting these behavioral 
courts that all come with a special twist: 
no option to plead “Not Guilty.” 
Homeless Courts are the newest incarna- 
tion of these special courts. 

Homeless Courts are not courts as most 
people understand courts to be. In fact, they 
are just the opposite. Defendants in home- 


‘less courts are presumed guilty and MUST 


plead guilty in order to avail themselves of. 


whatever services are to be offered through 


the courts. Due process, anyone? 
“Defendants” are brought in for such 
“crimes” as sleeping, camping, disturbing 
the contents of a container (i.e., going 
through trash for food or recyclables), 
panhandling, being in a park after hours 
(parks that until a very short time ago 
were open 24 hours and used to be con- 
sidered public space), jaywalking, loiter- 
ing, sitting or lying on a sidewalk and, of 
course, the Grande Dame of egregious 


‘offenses committed by homeless people, 


peeing and defecating. 

_ Once they plead “guilty,” they are then 
assigned to services or community service 
(in lieu of jail or fines) as an alternative sen- 
tence handed down by the benevolent court. 

In San Francisco and Los Angeles, 


though, attorneys doing citation defense 


have won dismissal of all charges. in more 


Voters Defeat Prop L, Reject 
S.F. Homeless Courts Proposal 


by TJ Johnston 


he editor of Poor Magazine is 
crediting a “corporate media 
infiltration” with the defeat of a 
measure that would have funded 
the Community Justice Center in San 
Francisco. Proposition L lost in the Nov. 4 
election with 58 percent of votes against 
the measure. 

As editor and cofounder of the Poor 
News Network (PNN), Tiny, aka Lisa 
Gray-Garcia, spearheaded the “L is for 
Legalized Lies and Liars” campaign, a 
multimedia effort that included the launch 
of the PNN-TV project three months ago. 

PNN was joined in the effort by Axis 
of Love, Senior Action Network and the 
Coalition on Homelessness. Seven. videos 
opposing Prop. L can be found on the 
video-sharing website YouTube. 
“No one was paying attention to (Prop. 
L),” she said, citing the high-profile elec- 
tion of Barack Obama as president and the 
campaign over Proposition 8, California’s 
same-sex marriage ban. 

PNN filmed a “truth session” in front 
of City Hall on Oct. 27, decrying the pro- 
posed Community Justice Center as a 
“poverty court.” Shortly thereafter, they 
posted the film online. 

PNN employed the same PR spin tac- 
tics the corporate media uses, Tiny said. 


“Do not think for a minute that Prop. L 
is about caregiving and support and help- 
ing,” she said at the rally. “It’s about 
bringing more courts to a neighborhood 
near you. It’s about litigation and arrest- 
ing more poor people.” 

Another video featured James Keys of 
the Axis of Love, who criticizes the lack 
of diversion services for offenses related 
to substance abuse. . . 

“How in the world do you tell someone 
you could give a person a new lease on 
life by taking them and putting them back 
in jail and taking away services?” Keys 
said in another segment. . 

The proposed court was modeled after 
the court New York City Mayor Rudolph 
Giuliani established where mostly poor 
and homeless people are brought up on 
quality of life offenses; such as panhan- 
dling and public sleeping. Before Mayor 


-Gavin Newsom put Prop. L on the city. 


ballot, the Board of Supervisors: approved 
the project in the city budget. 
Now that the measure has lost, 


_ Supervisors Chris Daly and Jake 


McGoldrick are asking city agencies 
whether they should continue to provide 
$2.5 million in funding after its electoral 
drubbing. Already the facility at 575 Polk 
St. is undergoing renovations. 


than 80 percent of the cases they repre- 
sented. In legal terms, more than 80 per- 


cent have been found NOT guilty of we 


original charges against them. - ° 


_ In other words, local governments are - 


creating two-tiered court systems that are 


‘determined by economic status. There are 


criminal courts for people who can afford 
attorneys or have access to a public 
defender. They recognize due process. 


The Hardening of 


Our-Hearts 
by Judy Jones . 


the hardening of our hearts 
makes my soul bleed 
as we refuse to see 


the poorest of the poor 
eaten alive before our eyes 
by rats, roaches 

and murdered 

in the night 


tears of blood — 

turn my pillow red 

and i awake in fright 

hearing in the night 

bloody piercing screams 

‘of another homeless who just died 


may god have mercy 
on our souls 

and grace us to see 
tis only through our own hands 
| can service be 

to the poorest of the poor 
dying all over earth’s shores 


may our hardened hearts 

be pierced / 

with sacred arrows of god’s love 
towards our brothers and sisters 
starving with no homes 

dying all alone - 


the hardening of our hearts — 
makes my soul bleed 


| Many midday shoppers 


| the garden of my life. 


December 2008 


And now there are behavioral courts for 
people who. cannot afford attorneys and 
have no access to a public defender. They 
do not recognize due process: 


This separation that sends poor people 


who are homeless or mentally ill to spe- 
cial “courts” where they must plead guilty 
in order to obtain the services they so des- 
perately need violates the very foundation 
of our criminal justice system, 


* 


Dark Shadows 
by Joan Clair 

Full of dark shadows, 

a burdened shopping cart 
sits alone | 
on a street corner 

in the midday sun. 


pass it by; 
none pause 
to ask the question, “Why?” 


Faith 
by Joan Clair 


I do not see them 
as my strife, 
the shadows in 


Then they dissolve 
into the light, 
the’shadows in 

the garden of my life. 


My soul is not 
at peace for very long. 
Even as each 

shadow’s overcome, 

my soul does not keep pace 
with my garden’s grace. 

I wait and wait — 

for faith to grow it strong. 
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~ otorious Oakland Landlord Loses $5. 5 Million Lawsuit 


by Lynda Carson 


n Tuesday, Nov. 4; notorious 

Oakland landlord Richard 

Thomas, owner of Environmental 
and Land Management Inc., got nailed for 
$5.5 million in punitive damages for 
reportedly scamming his tenants out of 
$183,000, after an Alameda County 
Superior Court jury awarded 30 times the 
amount reportedly stolen. 

During a class action lawsuit aie 
against Thomas involving 200 tenants or 
more, it was documented that, between 
the years of 1999. through 2007, Thomas 
scammed his ténants out of $183,000 or 
more from their security deposits by false- 
ly claiming that the tenants damaged his 
apartments, while illegally holding onto 
their deposits after they moved. 

Oakland attorney Laura Stevens en 
sented the tenants in the class action suit, 
and explained that the $5.5 million puni- 
tive award will have to be reduced due to 
U.S. Supreme Court rulings limiting puni-. 
tive damages. Stevens stated that she 
wants some of the award to go-to local 
nonprofit housing agencies, after the ten- 
ants get their share. 

According to tenants, Thomas became 
notorious through the years for defrauding 
renters and ripping off their security. 
deposits, which landed him in the 
Indymedia list of the Bay Area’s 45 Worst 
Slumlords, in early 2000. 

-Rob Rooke, of the Campaign: for 
Renter’s Rights (CRR),.was outspoken in 
describing the response of Oakland tenant 


activists to the $5:5 million in punitive 
damages against Thomas. “The Campaign . 


for Renters Rights spent over two years 
fighting landlord Richard Thomas,” he said. 
“We picketed the church where he was a 
deacon. We sang anti-slumlord Christmas 
carols outside ’hi$ héimé!s We picketed his 
business officé!In’ rétiitny hé' took out 
restraining orders against three of our mem- 
bers. We organized dozens of tenants to 
occupy both the Oakland mayor’s office 
and the city attorney’s office.” 

Rooke said it gave his group of tenant 
activists “great pleasure” to see a “swin- 
dling” landlord forced by the court to “have 
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to pay up some money for his cruel, profit- 
addicted ways of treating tenants.” 

Rooke added, “The $5.5 million settle- 
ment is in some ways payment for what 
he has inflicted on his tenants. However, 
landlords like Thomas CoG to harass 


and torment tenants and our greatest hope 
is in organizing together, especially in this 
time of massive foreclosures facing both 
home ‘owners’ and renters.” 

As early as April 24, 2000, Oakland 
tenants and anti-eviction activists, includ- 


ing members of Just Calise Oakland, held 
a protest in front of the Mediterraneun 
apartment building in Oakland at 610 E. 
19th St., owned by Thomas. - 

During that raucus protest against 
Thomas and his company, Environmental 
and Land Management, numerous tenants 


and organizers spoke out against the way . 


Thomas operated, while demanding Just 
Cause anti-eviction protections for Oakland 
renters. Mediterraneun tenant Gene Ramos 
spoke out against his no-cause eviction by 


_ Thomas, and was joined by others demand- 


ing eviction protections, including Anne 
Omura of the Eviction Defense Center and 
James Vann, co-founder of the Oakland 
Tenant’s Union, with local activist Peter 


_ Brown as the MC of the event. 


There was widespread media coverage 


‘of the April 24 protest, and at that point, 


Thomas became notorious for stealing 
tenant’s security deposits and unfair evic- 
tions, becoming the poster child of 
Oakland’s bad landlords during 2000. 
Tenants’ rights groups were also col- 
lecting signatures for a Just Cause anti- 
eviction initiative during the protest 
against Thomas that day, while members 


of a local landlord lobby were handing out - 
disinformation to the media in hopes of _ 


defending the likes of Thomas from an 
angry citizenry. Since the April 24, 2000, 
protest against slumlord Thomas, there 
were numerous other protests in front of 
some of his other properties in Oakland, 
including a few protests in front of his 
residence in Hayward. 

In December 2004, Thomas was slapped 
with $70,000 in penalties or more through 
sanctions of the Alameda County Superior 
Court for failing to comply with Oakland’s 
rent laws, according to deputies in the 


Oakland City Attorney’s Office. who called 


it a wake-up call for Thomas. 
Through the years, tenants Continued to 


bitterly complain that Thomas was steal- 
ing their security deposits, and on Nov. 4, 
an Alameda County Superior Court jury 


- finally caught up to Thomas and nailed 


him for $5.5 million in punitive damages. 


Lynda Carson may be reached at ten- 
antsrule @ yahoo.com 


by Tim Harris 


y. first involvement with home- 
lessness was as a student in 1984. 
Mitch Snyder’s Community for 
Creative Non-Violence was engaged in a 
life and death fight in Washington, D.C., to 
adequately shelter that city’s homeless dur- 
ing a decade where the need for emergency 


shelter tripled and quadrupled in most_ 


American cities. 


Thousands of people turned out from 
around the nation to protest at the Capitol. . 
More than 100 were arrested. Ten of us. 
drove there from Amherst to be hosted for: 
three days in DC’s Central Cellblock.. 
Shortly after, city officials capitulated to 


Snyder’s demand for $5 million to make 
the CCNV shelter liveable. 
It was the forty-ninth day of Snyder’s 


fast. The nation’s most famous and militant 


homeless advocate had lost 57 pounds. 
When a reporter asked if he was afraid to 
die, Snyder said, “No. It’s painful, but I 


have a greater fear of allowing people to 


languish like animals, and sometimes I’m 
afraid I’m not doing enough.” 


I have been inspired by the moral clari-. 


ty and extraordinary heroism of those, like 
Snyder, who have come before me. Those 
who — in building the civil rights, labor, 
and poor people’s movements — placed 


~ their lives on the line when the cause was 


just and the situation dire. 


The second part of the answer has to 
do with respect. Over more than two 
decades of engagement in the survival 
struggles of the very poor, my regard for 
those who, each day, place one foot in 
front of the other to simply keep going in 


_the face of troubles that would break 


many of us, has steadily deepened. 


- Extreme poverty sucks. Nobody should. 


have to endure the deprivation, loss of 
identity, and dehumanization that home- 
lessness entails. And yet, there is another 
side to this. While most homeless people 


would be happy as the next person to have 
a comfortable home with a flat-screen TV, 


the trivial desires of our consumer culture 
often become.a distant concern. Life is 
reduced to bare essentials. 


strong or they break. 

These are the folks I want to be 
around. Our brokenness, for me, is a reali- 
ty to be embraced as part of what it means 
to be whole. In witnessing and, in my 
small way, participating in the everyday 
heroism of those who have nothing, I 
have grown more than | can measure. 

This, for me, is an enormous privilege. 
My activism doesn’t flow from a sense of 
charity. It springs from a deep respect for 
the struggles of the poor and a sure 
knowledge that, in pursuing this work, I 
gain far more than I surrender. 

Beyond inspiration and respect, my 


Humor 
becomes a susvival skill. People become 


commitment flows froma deep, systemic, 
appreciation for what mass homelessness 
in the midst of extreme affluence means. 
The economic restructuring of globaliza- 
tion has brought 35 years of growing 
inequality. This widening of polar 
extremes will only deepen. If one wants to 
understand where this leads, they need 
only look to the horror show of the urban 
mega-slums of the southern hemisphere. 
Mass homelessness grows out of an eco- 
nomic system that blithely accepts the 
abandonment of the most vulnerable. 
Anyone who’s paying attention knows that 
multiple systems are deeply and profoundly 
broken. Homelessness, however, is often 
defined as a matter of broken people, not as 
evidence of a broken system in which some 
of us are regarded as “less than.” 
This, finally, leads to an intolerable 
acceptance of the logic of dehumanization, 
and this, I believe, is the core issue of our 
time. We have come to accept the existence 


_of a large and growing class of throwaway 


people. The homeless, too often, are 
defined as an expensive, dirty, and inconve- 


-nient problem to be managed. One in 99 
Americans has disappeared behind bars to 


exist as the out-of-sight and out-of-mind 
casualties of an economic system that has 
embraced human expendability. 

In the face of this, homeless advocacy 
is in dire need of reinvention. To regard 
homelessness as a largely depoliticized 


Building a “Movement to Seek Real Change for the Poor 


social services issue — divorced in prac- 
tice from the realities of growing poverty 
and inequality — is to fight an unending 
rear-guard action in an ever-expanding 
theater of war on the poor. es 

To engage in forms of advocacy that 
privilege inside politics and value narrow- 


- ly technocratic forms of expertise over 


movement building is to miss the point: 
this is about power. If we’re not building 
power, we’re not even in the game. 

To treat opposing the dehumanization 
and criminalization of the very poor as a 
leftist distraction from the more important 
work of “ending homelessness” is to col- 
laborate in the inhuman oppression of the 
least among us. 

To narrowly pursue the empowerment 
of a handful of homeless people at the 
expense of building for power across class 
is to misunderstand our mutual interest in 
broad system change. Our movement needs 
to amplify the realities of the street through 
the respectful power and clout of our allies. 

To organize around “issues” without 
taking the time and effort to build rela- 
tionships that value our mutual humanity, 
life experience, and self-interest is to 
embrace an empty, bloodless politics that 


_ surrenders movement So to short- 


term expedience. 


Tim Harrisis is the executive director of 
Real Change in Seattle: Read his ioe at apes- 
maslament. blogspot.com 
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An Urgent Appeal to Obama to End Homelessness 


On Nov. 25, 2008, 14 national homelessness advocacy 
groups called upon Barack Obama to address the urgent 
crisis of homelessness in the United States immediately 
upon becoming president. "Homelessness is the most terri- 
ble face of economic problems that already dispossess over 
3.5 million of us every year," said John Lozier, executive 
director of the. National Health Care for the Homeless 
Council. "We expect new waves of homelessness from the 
foreclosures and job losses that we are now experiencing. 

- Quick, decisive action focused on root causes of homeléss- 
ness must be a top priority for the new administration. 


Otherwise, more suffering, hunger, illness and death on the : 


streets are.an inevitability. u 


President-Elect Barack Obama 
Presidential Transition Team 
5th and D St. NW 
Washington, DC 20270 


Dear President-Elect Obama, 


We congratulate you on your election as the next 
President of the United States. As you move forward 


with your agenda, we urge you to give priority to the — 


needs of America’s most vulnerable population — home-- 
less.persons. 

The recent spikes in mortgage foreclosures and eco- 
nomic downturn have created a surge in demand for shel- 
ter and social services. As many as 3.5 million people are 


homeless over the course of a year, including 1.35 mil- 


lion children. Your strong leadership is needed to end 
this crisis. Solutions to address homelessness exist and 
they are centered on affordable housing, supportive ser- 
vices for those who need them, and adequate incomes. 
_ These solutions recognize that homelessness is more than 
just a charitable concern, but an issue of basic human_ 
rights that affects the overall well-being of our country. 

We appreciate your leadership in the Senate to prevent 
homelessness among veterans, through your sponsorship © 
of the Homes for Heroes Act, and Vice President-Elect 
Biden’s leadership in the Senate to prevent domestic vio- 
lence survivors from becoming homeless, through the 
reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act. As 
leaders of the movement.to end homelessness in 
America, we call upon you to build on this work by com- 
mitting to take, and ask the Congress to take, these six 
key steps to move us significantly towards the goal of 
ending homelessness in America: : 


1. Commit TO END HOMELESSNESS—Now 
During the first year of your administration, hold a 
White House Conference on Homelessness at which a fed- 
eral, interagency plan to end homelessness is presented. 
The plan should have concrete goals and timelines. 


2: INCREASE ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE HOUSING 


Fund at least 150,000 new housing vouchers each year 
to help address the critical shortage of rental housing 
affordable to people with extremely low incomes who are 
homeless or at risk of homelessness; create and sustain 
90,000 additional units of permanent Supportive housing; 
add 20,000 new. HUD-VASH vouchers and 40,000 new 
units of permanent supportive housing for veterans who are 
homeless or at risk; fully fund the housing programs creat- 
ed by the Violence Against Women Act; increase funding 
for the National Housing Trust Fund, and provide 19,000 
vouchers for homeless families under the Family 
Unification Program. Further, prevent low-income people 
from becoming homeless as a result of the current foreclo- 
sure crisis by providing $575 million in emergency funding - 
to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Der lop men to assist tenants displaced by foreclosure. 


3. ENSURE Aomocae INCOMES 


Ensure that every American has an annual income — 
whether through wages, public income assistance, tax 
credits, or a combination thereof — sufficient to obtain 
and maintain permanent housing that costs no more than 
30 percent of the household’s income. 


4. ExpAND ACCESS TO HEALTH SERVICES 


Ensure that your health care plan guarantees access 
and eliminates all financial barriers to comprehensive 
health services — including mental health care — for all 
Americans, and enact Medicaid policies that allow reim- 
bursement for effective services that help reduce the use 
of more costly emergency and hospital care. 


5. ENSURE ACCcEss TO EDUCATION FOR HOMELESS 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH 


By 2010, strengthen educational access and stability. 
for homeless children and youth, including young chil- 
dren and unaccompanied youth, through the reauthoriza- 


A homeless person in San Francisco asks fellow cen for help in surviving. aes 


“Quick, deo action focused on root causes of homelessness must be 
a top priority for the new administration. Otherwise, more suffering, 
ane ilIness and death on the streets are an inevitability." 


. tion and the full funding of the education title of the 


McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, and expand- 
ed access to Head Start. 


6. PROTECT HOMELESS PEOPLE FROM 
_ DISCRIMINATION 


Homeless persons’ civil rights to vote, to frequent 


public places, to utilize public facilities, and to enjoy 


equal poe of the law must. be supported and 


advanced. 


We urge you to adopt these recommendations as a 


first step towards ending homelessness in America. A 
more detailed explanation of the recommendations and 
their rationale is enclosed. We stand ready to assist you 
and your staff. We would welcome the opportunity to 
meet with you or your staff. 


Respectfully, 


National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty 
America’s Road Home 

Corporation for Supportive Housing 

Give Us Your Poor 

National AIDS Housing Coalition _ 

National Alliance to End Homelessness 

National Association for the Education of Homeless 
‘Children and Youth 

National Center for Housing and Child Welfare 
National Coalition for Homeless Veterans 
National Coalition for the Homeless 
National Health Care for the Homeless Council - 
National Housing Law Project 

National Low Income Housing Coalition — 
National Network to End Domestic Violence 
Nationa] Policy and Advocacy Council on Homelessness 


- Ending the Crisis of 
_ Homelessness i in America 


Background for Recommendations to 
President-Elect Obama 


1. Commer TO END HomELESsNess—Now 


Background: Solutions. to homelessness exist and 
thousands of programs are implementing them across the 


country, but these groups do not have the resources to 


bring them to the scale needed to solve the problem. 
Further, many state and local governments have created 


plans to end homelessness i in their communities, but they 


are hampered by the lack of federal support. While 
President Bush made a commitment, albeit limited, to 
end some forms of homelessness, federal support was not 
forthcoming. Public opinion surveys consistently show 
that the American people favor government action to end 
homelessness, and would pay higher taxes to fund it. 
Coordinated federal action, funding and leadership are 


needed, and White House leadership is essential to mobi- ° 


lizing the political will to end the crisis. 


Recommendation: During the first year of your 


Administration, hold a White House Conference on 
Homelessness at which a federal, interagency plan to end 


homelessness in the United States is presented. The plan 


should have concrete goals and timelines. 


2. INCREASE AFFORDABLE Housinc 


Background: Federal funding for affordable housing 
has been slashed over the past 30 years; in the private 


_ See Open Letter to Barack Obama page 15 
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Warning Democratic politi 


cians against being “liberal” 


or moving “eft” remains a 
time-honored — even com- 
pulsive — media ritual of 
the left-leery and corporate- 
friendly press. 


by Norman Solomon - 


t’s been 16 years since a Democrat 
moved into the White House. Now, 
the fog of memory and the spin of 


media are teaming up to explain that — | 
Barack Obama must hew to “the center’ if — | 


he knows what’s good for his presidency. 
“Many political observers,” the San 

Francisco Chronicle reported in the after- 

math of the November election, say that 


Obama “must tack toward the political 


mainstream to avoid miscalculations 


_ made by President Bill Clinton, who 


veered left and fired up the 1994 
Republican backlash.” This storyline pro- 
vides a kind of political morality play: 
The new president tried to govern from 


the left, and Democrats lost control of. : 


Congress just two years later. © 


But; if facts matter, the narrative isa a 


‘real head-scratcher. 


During the 1992 election year, Clinton 


had campaigned for the White House 


- under the mantra “Putting People First.” 


But as economic analyst Doug Henwood 
was to. comment, President-elect Clinton 
swiftly morphed into the champion of an 
austerity plan that could have been egleue 
“Putting Bondholders First.” 

From the outset, Clinton made clear his 
commitments to the corporate centers of 
economic power by choosing such officials 
as Treasury Secretary. Lloyd Bentsen, 
Commerce Secretary Ron Brown, trade - 


_ representative Mickey Kantor and Secretary 


of State Warren Christopher. 

Soon after becoming president, Clinton 
abandoned his few initial stances that 
might qualify as “left.” He quickly desert- 
ed his brief position for gay rights in the 
military. Under fire for his nomination of: 
progressive law professor Lani Guinier to 


by Norman Solomon 


n Friday, Nov. 21, columnist 

David Brooks informed readers 

that Barack Obama’s picks “are 

not ideological.” The incoming presi- 

dent’s key economic advisers “are moder- 

ate and thoughtful Democrats,” while 

pues Clinton’s foreign- policy Views 
“are hardheaded and pragmatic.” 

On Saturday, Noy. 22, the New York 


Times front page reported that the presi- 
- dent-elect’s choices for secretaries of 


State and Treasury. “suggest that Mr. 
Obama is planning to govern from the 
center-right of his party, surrounding him- 
self with pragmatists rather than ideo- 
logues.” 

On Monday, Nov. 24, hours before 
Obama’s, formal announcement of his. 
economic team, USA Today explained 
that he is forming a Cabinet with “records 
that display more pragmatism than ideolo- 


29 


8y- 
The ideology of no ideology is nifty. 


No matter how tilted in favor of powerful 
interests, it can be a deft way to keep tout- 
ing policy agendas as*°common-sense 
pragmatism — virtuous enough to draw 
opposition only from ideologues. 
Meanwhile, the end of ideology among 
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Media Warns N ew President to Avoid Liberal Wing 


“Housing Is A Human Right.” 


Art by Favianna Rodriguez 


Used with permission from WRAP website (http://wraphome.org). 


be assistant attorney general for civil 
rights, Clinton tossed her overboard. 

In sharp contrast, the new president 
fought like hell for the corporate-beloved. 


trade agreement known as NAFTA. And 


he spread his wings as a deficit hawk, 


investment” fell to earth with paltry line 
items. Less than five months into his pres- 
idency, Newsweek lauded Clinton’s “shift 
to the right” and urged him to show “the 


policymakers is about as imminent as the 


_ end of history. 


But — in sync with the ideology of no 
ideology — deference to corporate power 
isn’t ideological. And belief in the U.S. 
government’s prerogative to use military 
force anywhere in the world is a matter of 
credibility, not ideology. 

Ideological assumptions gain power as 


they seem to disappear into the prevailing 


political scenery. So, for instance, reliably 


backbone” to stay there. 
But none of that has stopped the 


'media’s clucking about the Clinton 


administration’s early “lurch to the left.” 
The myth never died, though it was ces 


_ ly ripe for debunking. 
while his campaign’s pledges of “public 


In real time, one of the most astute 
debunkers was Barbara Ehrenreich. As the 
only writer from the left with a regular 
column in a major U.S. newsmagazine 
(she later got the boot), Ehrenreich wrote 


ogy can corral even normally it incisive com- 


-mentators. So, as news broke about the 


nominations of Timothy -Geithner and 
Lawrence Summers to top economic posts 


in the Obama administration, former Labor 


Secretary Robert Reich wrote-an article 
praising “the members of Obama’s new 


economic team.” Reich declared: “All are’ 


pragmatists. Some media have dubbed 
them ‘centrists’ or ‘center-right,’ but in 
truth they’re remarkably free of ideological 


Geithner and Summers “helped bring on the East Asian crisis 
by. pressuring the governments i in the region to de-regulate 
international financial flows, which was the main cause of the 


crisis. Then they insisted that all bailout money go through the 


IMF, and delayed aid until most of the damage was done.” - 


non-ideological ideological journalists sit at 
the studio table every Friday night on the 


PBS “Washington Week” program, which _ 


is currently funded by similarly non-ideo- 
logical outfits including Boeing, the 
National Mining Association and 
Constellation Energy (‘the nation’s largest 
supplier of competitive electricity to large 
commercial and industrial customers,” with 


revenues of $21 billion last year). 


Along the way, the ideology of no ideol- 


preconception.... They are not visionaries 
but we don’t need visionaries when the eco- 
nomic perils are clear and immediate. We 
need competence. Obama could not appoint 


a more competent group.” 


Competence Can be very good. But 
“free of ideological preconception’? I 
want to meet these guys. If they really 
don’t have any ideological preconcep- 
tions, they belong in the book of Guinness 


World Records. 


“At the simplest, most ecu- 
menical level, to be on the 
left means to take the side of 
the underdog, whoever that 
may be: the meek, the poor 
and, generally speaking, the 


‘least among us,’ as a well- 


known representative of the 
left position put it a couple 
of millenniums ago.” 


—Barbara Ehrenreich. 


a Time piece in June 1993 that directly 
addressed the nascent mythology. The 
eons president’s leftward lurch was 
“a neat parable,” she noted, “but it never 


-_ happened.” 


Ehrenreich added: “The lurch to the 
left is like the ‘stab in the back’ invented 
by right-wing Germans after. World War 


2 _One: an instant myth designed to discredit 


all one’s political enemies in one fell 
swoop.... Maybe it’s been so long that 
we've forgotten what ‘left’ is and how to 
tell it from right: At the simplest, most 


2 ecumenical level, to be on the left means 


to take the side of the underdog, whoever 
that may be: the meek, the poor and, ‘gen- 
erally speaking, the ‘least among us,’ as a 
well-known representative of the left posi- 
tion put it a couple of millenniums ago.” 
More than 15 years after Ehrenreich 
wrote those words, the talt tale of 
President Clinton’s lurch to the left is still 
in the air. Warning Democratic politicians 
against being “liberal” or moving “left” 
remains a time-honored — even compul- 
sive — media ritual. But as Barack 
Obama fills key economic posts in his_ 
administration, the left-leery and corpo- 
rate- -friendly press is likely. to be quite 
content. 


Norman Solomon’s books include War 
Made Easy: How Presidents and Pundits Keep 
Spinning Us to Death, which has been adapted - 
into a documentary film of the same name. He - 
was an elected Obama delegate to the 
Democratic National Convention. 


The Pretence of ‘No Ideology” Defers to Corporate Power 


As for competence, it seems that 
claims of non-ideology often go hand-in- 
hand with overblown claims of economic 
mastery. “Geithner.and Summers are 
credited with expertise in crisis manage- — 
ment,’ economist Mark Weisbrot pointed 

ut, “but we better hope they don’t man- 
age the current crisis like they did in East 
Asia, Russia, Argentina or any of the 
other countries that Treasury was 
involved in during the 1990s with their 
help. They helped bring on the East Asian 
crisis in 1997 by pressuring the govern- 
ments in the region to de-regulate interna- 
tional financial flows, which was the main 
cause of the crisis. Then they insisted that 
all bailout money go through the IMF, 
and delayed aid until most of the damage 


_ was done. Then they attached Gamaeive 


conditions” to the aid, 
After all is said and done, the ideology 


of no ideology i is just like any other ideolo- 


gy that’s apt to be much better at promoting 
itself than living up to its pretenses. No 
amount of flowery rhetoric or claims of 


transcendent non-ideology should deter 
tough scrutiny. And Judge Judy’s injunc- 


tion should apply to the ideology of no ide- 
ology as much as to any ideology that owns 
up to being one: “Don’t pee on me and tell 


‘me it’s raining.” 
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Out for the 
(Count 


The federal government 
tries to eliminate hundreds 
of thousands of people 

from the homeless count. 


by Tim Harris 


n case. you missed it, the New York 


Times recently covered the homeless 


definitions issue that is at the heart of — 


the national legislative debate right 
now. The article is odd. Somehow, the 
reporter managed to. write 1,100 words on 


- the subject and still miss the point. 


This year’s renewal of $1.7 billion in 
federal legislation to fund homeless pro- 
grams has centered on the issue of whether. 
those who are considered homeless under 
the Department of Education definition and 
thus able to attend public school — those 
doubled up or living vulnerably in poverty 
motels — should also be eligible for home- 
less assistance from HUD. 

One position is that homeless is home- 
less, and the nation needs to step up and 
deal with reality. The other, which is sup- 
ported by President Bush and the National 
Alliance to End Homelessness, argues that 


in a time of limited resources, we need to = 


focus on those who are most desperate.” 
Several advocacy groups, including the 
National Coalition for the Homeless, 
argue that the HUD definition should 
more closely mirror the Education 
Department’s. These advocates note that 
many families live in communities where 
shelters are full or nonexistent. In other 
places, some say, shelters. sometimes bar 


large families, families with two parents 


or those with boys older than: 10. 

Barbara Duffield, policy director at the 
National Association for the Education of 
Homeless Children and Youth, echoed 
those concerns. “This is really about our 
nation acknowledging the extent of the 
housing crisis and the devastation it 
wreaks on children, youth and family,” 
she said. “The housing crisis is bigger 
than the emergency system put in place to 


Are families to be left out of the nation’s homeless count? 


address it 20: years ago.” 

Opponents of a broad expansion of the 
definition counter that demand for shelter 
beds already exceeds supply. About 


700,000 people live in shelters or on the - 


streets on any given day, housing officials 
say. But federal dollars finance only 
170,000 beds. : 

Some advocates also fear that communi- 


ties would shift resources from single, men- 


tally ill or addicted people to doubled-up 


families who were newly classified as. 


homeless. Such families are typically easier 


to serve and politically more appealing. 


“Nobody thinks that these families are 
having an easy time of it,” said Steve Berg, 
vice president for programs and policy at 
the National Alliance to End Homelessness. 
“But when push comes to shove, when 
you’ ve got people in apartments and people 
in shelters and on the streets, the people in 
the latter group need the help more.” ... .. 

Whatever the number, “we need to 
deal with the most desperate the best that 
we can and keep working” toward greater 
expansion, said Representative Maxine 
Waters, the California Democrat who 
heads the House Financial Services 
Subcommittee on Housing and 
Community Opportunity. “We don’t want 


, to create competition and have people at 


_ Christa Occhiogrosso art 


each other’s throats for limited space.” 
-OK. So let’s review. Fewer than 25 per- 
cent of current shelter beds receive any fed- 
eral support. This shelter, numbered at 
700,000 or so beds, does not include those 


who lack housing but are not literally on the’ 


street or in a homeless shelter already. 
Counting these, worry some, would stretch 
already scarce federal support even more 
thinly, leading to some sort of ugly 
Darwinian competition for shelter beds that 


don’t exist. Regardless of which version of 
the expanded definition gets passed, no new ~ 


resources will be made available. 

When it comes to poor people, the feds 
are officially out of money. Large, badly 
run financial institutions, on the other 
hand, are always a good public investment 
«Which means this debate, for now, 


isn’t about whether the numbers of home-: 
less people who get help gets expanded. 
It’s. more. about. how ‘accurately’ we -- 


account for the various ways in which 
poor people are being fucked. 

Once upon a time, in the not too distant 
past, homeless advocates routinely took 
great pains to point. out that families with 
children make up the great majority of 
those who are homeless. Those who look 
homeless — the mentally ill, drunk, and 
addicted — were the red-headed stepchil- 


dren of homeless advocacy. These two cat- 


egories — sympathetic families with kids 
and somewhat frightening single men — 
divided neatly across the lines of deserving 
and undeserving poor. Homeless families 
got shelter and transitional housing, and 
single homeless men with problems got hot 
soup, a mat on the floor if they were lucky, 
and a bus ticket out of town. 

Then came the glitzification (1 just 
made that word up) of our downtown 
areas and the national preoccupation with 
ending chronic (read visible) homeless- 
ness. Suddenly, homelessness became all — 
about the most dysfunctional: the drunk, 
the addicted, the mentally ill. These prob- 
lematic but relatively few persons have 
become the focus of our concern, and the 
cure usually resembles small servings of 
carrot paired with liberal helpings of stick. 

“Homeless advocacy” became the 
new-found passion of hundreds of instant 
experts. Quasi-governmental public/pri- | 
vate planning bodies erupted across the 
country to manage the growing contradic-_ 
tion of growing affluence and poverty in a 
changing urban landscape. Ending chronic 
homelessness through ten year plans 
became the-driving paradigm as desperate 
localities uncritically followed the money 
that trickled down from the feds. The defi- 
nition of “chronically homeless” itself 
began to narrow. The numbers went 
down. Success was declared. 

To now broaden the definition would 
be to undermine the illusion that means so 
much to so many. This we cannot do. 

The federally imposed Ten Year Plan To 
End Homelessness template has reduced 
our scope of concern to the homeless that 
are bad for business. As for the others, if we 
don’t sée them, they don’t exist. We can 
pretend, along with the NAEH’s Berg, that 
raising kids in an exorbitantly priced, crack- 
infested transient hotel is the same thing as 
having “an apartment.” Zoey 


_. What I'm saying here is this: One can’t 


understand why the federal definition of 
homelessness should be expanded without 
first understanding how and why it has 
been narrowed. The HUD press releases | 
focus on reductions in chronic homeless- 
ness. When family homelessness increas- 
es, the media is seldom alerted. 

Poverty in America isn’t news anymore. 


- Not unless it pisses on your sidewalk. 


~ 


Police Assault Homeless Youth in San Francisco 


from page 3 


30 of us here, the one guy that wasn’t 
beating got on his radio. Then BLAM! 
Every cop in Park Station showed up.” 

By. the time the backup police arrived, 
the beating was over, and the bloodied 
Ashtray was in the car. : 

“That’s what you call a loose cannon,” 
said a voice from the crowd. “It reminded 
me of Rodney King.” 

“I can’t believe he is still-on the street,” 
Altaira said of Officer Kelly. “That is 
assault! A badge does not give you the right 
to beat somebody for no reason.” 

“No rights! No rights!” she continued. 
“That kid did nothing. (Officer Terrence 
Kelly) hid behind his badge to take a bad 
day or his personal life — whatever his 
problem was — out on a homeless kid 
that he thought he could get away with it. 
And; he just didn’t look and see how 
many people saw it.” 

On Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2008, ten 
friends were hanging out with Shawn 


Vineyard on the street in front of © 


American Apparel at 1615 Haight, “play- 
ing music and having a good time.” 
Though drinking most of the day, he felt 
only mildly intoxicated and was coherent. 
Two officers on bikes and one in a car 
rolled up, pointed him out, and said they 
were going to take him to jail for “drunk 
in public.” 


Bryan asked Shawn if, while they took 
Shawn to jail, he wanted Bryan to hold his 
backpack and sleeping bag, which “on the 


_ Street can mean life or death.” When 


police confiscate precious bags, they can 
only be replaced by begging for money. 
As Bryan picked up Shawn’s belongings 


_ and walked away, the police blind-sided 


and tackled Bryan. His face hit the side of a 


- car.’ In jail, the police discouraged Bryan 


from going to the hospital, but Bryan insist- 


ed on visiting St. Mary’s for X-rays and 


medical documentation. The Sheriff’s 
Department at 850 Bryant Street also pho- 
tographed his black eye and facial. wounds: 

Jack Raynard, 20, stylish in his black 
urchin haircut, grew upon Haight Street. 
He reported that on the afternoon of Nov. 
12, after he arrived at American Apparel 
for work at 1:00 p.m., the cops had sever- 
al times asked a group of five street kids 
to depart from the front of the store. They 
had done nothing notable and seemed to 
be sitting and talking. It looked to Jack as 
if they were part of a group of homeless 
kids who live in the park, “are super-nice 
and never cause problems.” 

Around 8:00 p.m., yelling brought 
Raynard to the front of the store. A street 
kid got up and walked off from the gaggle 
of kids and cops. He stood there. The cops 
said something to him, and he said some- 
thing back, but the kid continued to stand. 
A distance of seven or eight feet stretched 


between the street kid and a bike cop 
Raynard knows as “Ocean.” 

“I was standing 15 feet away in the 
doorway of American Apparel,” Raynard 
said. The cop stood mid-sidewalk, the kid 
at the parking meter. The cop suddenly 
closed the distance, grabbed the street 
kid’s shirt and pushed him so hard into a 
parked car that the force dented the metal 
and made Raynard “afraid for his health.” 


The police officer then hauled the kid up . 


from the car, turned around, and body- 
slammed him to the ground in the street 
next to the sidewalk in the gutter. 

From this beating, Bryan Martin sus- 
tained a sprained ankle, bruised ribs, a 
swollen eye, forehead lacerations and 
deep wounds in his back. He couldn’t 
walk on his ankle for two days. 

The street kids began yelling. The sec- 
ond cop stood aside sheepishly as though 
observing wrongdoing. Ocean handcuffed 
the kid. Four squad cars arrived: an SUV, 
an undercover car, and 15 cops. 

Raynard was in and out of the store, 


_ serving customers. When this crowd of 


cops arrived, Raynard walked into the 


store and in 30 seconds returned to a - 
growing mass of bystanders. Police asked. 


the street kids to leave. The body-slam- 
ming victim, Bryan Martin, was whisked 
away in a squad car. eM 
Raynard told one SFPD officer that he 
was a witness and offered a statement. 
“There was a lot of brutality involved,” 
Raynard told him. The cop seemed uncon- 


cerned..He left with no statement. 
Raynard wanted the truth told, but now, 
he said, “they’ve all disappeared behind 
the blue line drawn when cops cover for 
other cops who do wrong.” ° 

_ “It happens around street kids a lot,” 
Raynard said. “They get treated as sec- 
ond-class citizens.” 

Raynard works on Haight Street and 
said he “really dislikes getting asked for 
change and cigarettes.” The street kids are 
as much-‘of an annoyance to Raynard as to 


anybody else. But, he considers them peo- 


ple whose civil rights were violated. 

Said Raynard emphatically, “The kid 
didn’t do anything. The cop crossed a dis- 
tance of seven or eight feet to do violence 
to him with no provocation, no threat, and 


-hands opened out.” | 


Though none of the kids has come for 
a witness statement, Raynard would will- 
ingly go to court to testify. 

“I grew up here,” Raynard said. “This 
is my city before it’s any cop’s. They 
probably moved here or commute.” 

Raynard observed that if one citizen 
did that to another, there would be serious 
legal charges. Yet, there are no conse-- 
quences for an officer. 

“IT saw Ocean biking today with a smile 
on his face,” Raynard said. “I wonder 
about all the times he has done it before. 
If a cop can body slam a street kid with no 
provocation, why can’t he do it to-me? 
Why am I living in a military dictatorship 
that can put people in jail for no reason?” 
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A Mission to Find Homes for the Poor and Disabled 


Center for Independent Living helps find OUSINS that is affordable — and accessible 


by Maureen Hartmann 


re’ you disabled and living on a 
low income because of your 
disability, and not able to save 
enough money for an apartment 
deposit? Are you mentally disabled and in 
danger of losing your apartment because 
you can’t remember when it’s rent time? 
Are you a wheelchair user, and your 
prospective landlord won’t allow you to 
build a ramp into your dwelling? 

If you have any of these problems, the 
housing services of Center for 
Independent Living (CIL) might be a 
good ally for you in your situation. 

CIL’s staff understands these problems 


so well because the organization was 


founded by a group of people with physi- 
cal disabilities. They were University of 
California at Berkeley students in the 
1960s who wanted the full student life. at 
UCB. They were known as the Physically 
Disabled Students Program, and included 
the co-founders of CIL, Ed Roberts, Hale 
~ Zukas, Jan McEwan,-and Phil Draper. 

_ The students realized that taking action 
on their own. behalf was the only way for 
them’ to gain full access to all parts of the 


campus experience. As a result, in 1972, 
these students worked with people in the. 


community who supported the ideals and 
principles of the “independent living 
movement” and founded the Center for 
Independent Living. ; 

_ CIL has become renowned across the 
nation for its pioneering role in making 


many areas of society more accessible for — 


_ people with physical disabilities.-Among 
-the many services now provided by the 
nonprofit agency, one program is crucial to 


the very survival of economically stressed — 


_ and disadvantaged members of the. disabled 
community — its housing services. , 
Deputy Director Gerald Baptiste said 
that, since it is well known, the CIL has a 
large clientele of physically and mentally 
disabled persons with housing problems. 
The CIL’s staff sees between 800 to 1,000 


people a year who are seeking housing. 
Housing sought and offered ranges from: 


temporary shelters to permanent homes. 

CIL is also attempting to create an 
effective way of bringing about the provi- 
sion of tenants’ rights by planning work- 
shops for tenants and landlords, beginning 
in December 2008 in Berkeley. 


CIL, according to Deputy Director 


Baptiste, who is legally blind himself, 
“has put together a curriculum. A lot of 
people with disabilities living in this: area 


are not aware of what their rights are, as 


tenants. We get a lot of calls; we get. a lot 
of clients that come in. So we are thinking 
of. doing these workshops so that the ten- 
ants would be able to advocate for accom- 
modations from the landlords.” 

Many of the needed accommodations 
are not hard or inconvenient to provide, 
but the tenants and the landlords are not 
aware of tenants’ rights. 

“The tenants do not know just exactly 
how to approach the landlords” for their 
needs/rights, Baptiste explained. The per- 
son who has a learning or mental disabili- 
ty, and cannot remember when it is time 
to pay the rent, can ask the landlord “ 
leave a notice of some type or make a 
phone call’ just before the rent is due. 

Under the Housing Rights Act of 1988, 
the landlord does not have to provide a 
ramp for the person who uses a wheel- 

” chair, and cannot use stairs to get in and 

out of his apartment. But the landlord can- 

not forbid the tenant’s having a ramp 
installed, if the tenant wants to get it 
him/herself or from an agency like the 

CIL. The landlord has the right to ask the 

tenant to remove the ramp when’ they’re 


Mark Lee and Ann McLitus, housing. peels for the Center for Independent Living, do outreach with flyers i in hand. 


getting ready to leave. 

Baptiste described another. important 
service of the planned workshops. “We 
also. increase disability awareness among 


landlords,” he said. ““We teach them how | 


to interact with a person with a certain 


type of disability, a person who is blind or . 


deaf, a person with a wheelchair. This sets 
the landlord at ease, makes him feel much 
better. It also makes the tenant feel better. 
With that, we also get a more wholesome 


living situation for both of them.” 


The CIL has four offices: the main head- 
quarters in Berkeley, an office in downtown 


Oakland, and two offices in Fruitvale and’ 


Eastmont Mall in Oakland. Only the 
Berkeley and downtown Oakland offices 
have housing specialists. The housing ser- 
vices staff of Berkeley and downtown 
Oakland visit the offices in East Oakland to 
provide housing services there. 

Working at the main office of the 
Center for Independent Living, Mark Lee, 
housing specialist in Berkeley, assists 
about 300 clients trying to obtain housing. 
Ann McLitus, CIL’s part-time housing 


specialist, helps another 150 clients who ~ 


are trying to find housing. 

Tenants who have trouble with landlords 
often receive a visit from a staff member of 
CIL. If the trouble between the landlord and 
the tenant means there must be an inspec- 
tion of the unit, “we: will go out thereto be 
with the tenant when the inspection is being 
done,” said McLitus. 

And even though CIL is well known, 
CIL members continue to go out into the 
community to recruit clients. They partici- 
pate in community affairs in the East Bay, 
such as the Solano Stroll and the Juneteenth 


Festival, where they set up information - 
tables and pass out leaflets. They also bring 


information to a number of job fairs, com- 


‘munity health fairs, senior centers, and 


Senior Health Day, and reach the communi- 


_ty by using the media. 


Staff members also make visits to places 
where homeless people gather, including 


People’s Park, under bridges, and at other 


agencies such as Berkeley Mental Health, 
Harrison House, BOSS, Berkeley Food and 
Housing Project, and Berkeley Diop! in 
Center, according to McLitus. 

According to Baptiste, : a staff member 
spends a minimum of six hours a month 
in places like People’ s Park and the drop- 


in centers for the mentally ill, on a grant 
given by Alameda County Behavioral 
Health Care. People recruited this way for 
one service are encouraged to use other 


services, such as peer counseling. 


Baptiste pointed out that tenants’ prob- 
lems and the need for CIL services arise 
because a lot of people haven’t lived inde- 
pendently, and. don’t know what is 
involved in maintaining an apartment. 

. Ann McLitus, the housing specialist in 
Berkeley CIL, said that both physical and 
mental disabilities make it hard for clients 
to obtain housing. People with physical 


problems have to find a place that’s acces- — 


sible. Even the shelters are not that acces- 


sible. Maintaining housing is hard when. 


there is physical illness or surgery. They 


‘can lose their housing, and it is very hard 
to get it back. 


Baptiste said that the Berkeley CIL has, 
among its housing services, “a residential 
access program which builds ramps and 


_ does interior modifications such as 


installing grab bars, widening doors and 
other modifications that will allow people 
access and safety in their homes or apart- 
ments. CIL builds approximately ten ramps 
and 26 interior modifications a year. This 
program is made possible through a com- 
munity development block grant provided 
by the City of Berkeley.” 

The downtown Oakland office of the 
Center for Independent Living has similar 


problems in dealing with housing chal- | 


lenges. Autumn. Maltbie, housing special- 
ist in downtown Oakland, noted that they 
see about 50 people per month who are 
having trouble finding or keeping hous- 
ing. Janet Brown, another housing spe- 
cialist in the Oakland office, said that last 
year CIL staff saw about 667 people per 
year who are looking for housing: 

While. some people who come to CIL 
looking for housing want help in finding 
permanent housing, others simply want to 
live temporarily in a shelter to get out of 
the winter rains. Maltbie estimated that 
about 30.percent are homeless, 20 percent 
are having trouble negotiating with their 
landlords and need legal help, and 50 per- 
cent are physically disabled and need help 
with ramps or other entryways. 

Some people are semi-homeless,. 


according to Maltbie. Some end up stay- - 


ing with friends, and a lot of people reside 


in short-term hotels that only rent out for 
a few weeks. 

In a recent case, she said, they suc- 
ceeded in obtaining housing in a critical 
situation, after a woman was raped near 
her home in Alameda. “We had to call the 
Housing Authority to find out why she | 
wasn’t being transferred to Oakland, even 
though she did have a doctor’s recom- 
mendation to be transferred to a different 
location because of post traumatic stress 
disorder. By making the call, enough of us 


. were able to get the process moving 


along.” The woman was able to get the 
housing voucher for Oakland. 

According to Brown, “We once helped 
someone maintain housing after they got a 


_ dog in a no-pet apartment. We were happy 


to help them get a reasonable accommo- 
dation to have a service animal, so they 
could keep their dog and their apartment.” 

Maltbie noted that a lot of clients have 
mobility problems and the staff has to 
make sure that doors are wide enough, 
and that there are elevators in the build- 
ing. “You really have to research the 
apartments where people are living and 
make sure that they’re wheelchair-accessi- 
ble and that they can be sure to get in and 

out of their apartment,” Maltbie said. + 

They also go out into the community to 
recruit clients. They. go on the streets and 
to events that are held for low-income and 
homeless people. “We also get many 
clients from word of mouth,” said Brown. 

Describing his future vision for CIL, 

Gerald Baptiste said, “What we would 
like to see and what is definitely needed is 
more accessible and more affordable 
housing for people with disabilities. A 
great portion of the people that we see is 
people that live in poverty. 

- “We do an extremely successful‘ job — 
when you look at the shortage of housing 
and the high cost of rent — with being 
able to match people up with what is 
available and what they can afford. With 
more affordable housing, we would be 
able to provide a lot more people with 


‘assistance in getting into housing.” 


To benefit from the services of, or to 
contribute to the Center for Independent 
Living, call (510) 841-4776 or go to their 
address, 2539 Telegraph Ave., Berkeley. 
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We Have A Dream 
by Margot Pepper 

i, 

i The night of November 4, 2008, 
when Barack Obama was declared the first Black man 

to receive the key to the White House, 

we danced and Sang in the street to stars beyond storm clouds. 
Drivers honked and cheered each other through open windows; 
pedestrians poole d back, slapped palms, 
Families spilled out of porches and driveways 

| | and it didn’t take a ballgame. 


{ 
i 
{ 
{ 
i 
i 


| We could have been in post-apartheid South Africa, 
| after Mandela was freed and elected president 
or in the streets of post-fascist Spain after Franco died. 
“It’s like we’ve been released from jail,” I said 
to the old man with stern eyes 
who lives at the end of our street. 
Finally, after years of failed attempts to engage him, he busted up laughing, © 


safe in his new awareness that most latinas, even gringos are actually on his side. 


| That first week, as many fences came down, 
many of us shed tears of incredulity and relief, 
as though at long last emancipated and witnessing an impossible birth. 


I’m going to savor these 77 days of possibility and imagination 
overlooking his invitations 

to advisers with ties to wealthy corporations, 

and what I know of the machine, 

grinding officials into middle-men for corporate elite _ 

or rendering them political hamburger meat. | 

Barack Obama becomes one of the superheroes 

declaring himself the socialist proclaimed by his foes. 

He’ll declare an end to the War on Terror, 

replacing it with a peaceful “War on Error.” 

First off, 

he’ll paint the White House chocolate, ; 

its cupola, mocha mousse. _ e 

Then after his children have a word with him, ~ 
he’ll change it’s name from the Brown House to the People’ s House 
or the Down House 

and put it to better use. 


He’ll pardon Peltier, Mumia, Assets and economic refugees as well, 

putting perpetrators from the previous regime in the empty cells: _ 

CEO’s from HMOs, 

pharmaceutical, petrol companies and banks. 

Then, before dismantling Guantanamo, : 

he’ll pack it with Homeland Security war criminals as an April Fool’s prank. 


He’ll multiply by twenty, the tax on corporations 

and impose late penalties of nationalization. 

He’ll rebate our hard earned tax dollars and clout 

by nationalizing our share of yes in the 700 billion dollar bailout, 


Thanks for the Hobos 
by Jan Steckel : 


I'm thankful for the time she took me to my school's front steps 
when I was six, handed me a sign, said brightly, 
"Today we get to picket." I hefted my sign 

the way I slung my bundle on a stick over my shoulder 
when I was playing hobo. I loved being a hobo. 

I loved being a protester. We marched around in a circle 
with the striking teachers. I still like to march and protest. 


I'm thankful for the time she asked me. 
what kind of birthday party I wanted. 
A hobo party! I said. , 

So all my little guests came dressed as hobos. 

We toted sticks with bandana bundles, 

toasted marshmallows over a gas flame 

we pretended was an open fire. 

I still like to talk with hobos, look into their sun-seamed faces, 
and shake their hardened hands. 


I'm thankful for her running our town's McGovern Headquarters 
the summer I turned ten. All summer I stuffed envelopes, 
made canvassing phoné calls, ran to Baskin Robbins 

when I had eighteen cents for a bing cherry cone 

or twenty-one cents for French vanilla. Election day, | 

She let me ride shotgun with our teen-age neighbor. 

He'd drive to each address I read aloud. I'd run to the door 
and help a little old Democrat to the Buick 

so he could drive her to the polls. 


i still like making phone calls for Democrats. ea 
I still like helping little old ladies. 

I still like ice cream. 

I still love my mother. 


The Wind and the Boy. 
by Jan Steckel 


The wind blows in. The wind blows through. 
The boy tumbles in like leaves and dirt. 
How do you make a tree? Can I play the piano? 
What is this? Can I have one? 

Can you get me some juice? 

It's a Santa Ana wind, a forest-fire wind. 

What is he doing? Working. 

Can he play soccer with me? Maybe later. 
| There's a snake skin on the wall. 

It rattles like a diamondback, 

but it's only the wind in the blinds. 

A face inserts itself between my computer and me. 
Are you making calls for Obama? 
} Are you working? Am I bothering you? 
Are you getting tired of me? 
No more tired of you than I could tire of the wind. 
The six-year-old fingers the dream catcher 
hanging from my reading-rack. 

What's it for? It catches bad dreams 

and keeps them away. from me. 

Do you have bad dreams? I ask. 

He shakes his head no. 

There's a scar on his forehead. 
| He strokes green feathers in the web's middle. 
Are these the dreams? You can't see the dreams,,. 
I tell him, like you can't see the wind. 

You only see what the wind blows in. 
-The boy leaves goldfish crackers in couch cracks. 
Candy wrappers in the car door. A juice box. - 
An acorn. Crayon pictures of monsters. 

If your mama pushed you off the bed, he asks, _ 
and gave you a 
I don't know, I say. Would you? 
He shakes his scarred head. 
Wind whips the trees. 

The wind and the boy, 
the boy and the wind. 


ft 
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giving us windfall royalties from our joint ventures mith Chase and Wells Fargo. 
By capping CEO salaries, then dismantling Star Wars and the Cuban embargo, 
-he’Il build homes instead of jails and subsidize universities and health care 

for old and young 


- and appoint judges who'll declare choice and marriage safe for everyone. 
_He’ll halt production of all facets of the war complex and its propaganda 


thereby shortening the wor k week from six days to three 

and desisting in the dismembering of toddlers or parents overseas. 

By then, his three female family members will have put pressure on him 
9 form an equalitarian collective which includes them. 

Vhey li make sure next time during the presidential tour of the 
the boys pick out chinaware while the gals discuss foreign policy 3 ins and outs. 
Infused with a new balanced rationality, 
the Obamas, once and fer all, will lead in abolishing the post of F the Preneeney 


ap 
£2OU5e, 


Replacing it with the collective of WE! 


2 

Oui! Oui! 

People! 

Lovers of the dream! 

This fairy dust that materialized after giving up on our miracles cannot turn to tears 
as long as we’re aware that the man who alone throws his wrench in the machine, 
will often lose his arm in a matter of years, 

unless he has an army of people slowing the gears; 

and as fous as weerecognize inevitable attempts to divide us when they appear. 


Thus the next four or forty years 


~~ depends upon us, not he: 


We, 

who’ve had enough of seeing our sriidtathiers clad in Dark Age rags 
picking in garbage outside windows boasting palatial bancuets es 

or exorbitant price tags; 


enough of our children and grandmothers sleaiberin | in sleeping bags 


stained with rain 


because Mommy signed crooked mortgage papers es : 


or needed chemotherapy again. - . 
Enough of seals washing up on shores next to lovers. 
Enough of one kind of people feeding, housing and pampering the other 


_without being able to feed and house themselves. 


Enough of having our limbs blown off to get a college education. 
Is it too much to ask? — 

To be safe and healthy enough to learn, laugh and love 

in the world’s richest nation 

without breaking our backs? 

To elect a leader who will walk his talk? 


- We, the invisible, without whom there’d be 


no César Chavez, no Rosa Parks, 
no Mandela, Malcolm X, King Jr., - 


nor Barack. 


We, the little folks, not the Goldman Sachs. 

We the People who hold these truths to pe self-evident. 
We, who embody the dream. 

We who hold the real reigns of power. 


Job Market 
by Sue Ellen Pector 


If they 
had their druthers 
abracadabra, they'd _ “ 
eliminate my age, body, then 
my self! 


Bottle-Pickers 
by Jan Steckel 


| "IT felt violated," says our new neighbor’ 
after seeing someone go through her trash. 


An old woman in a coolie hat 

forages through our cans. 

I bring her the bottles left in the house. 
She takes them with knobby hands 
and a dried- -HDDIE wrinkled smile.. 


Another day while I'm out walking, 


1 twist a paper clip, pin the wheel back on. 
She smiles, nods over hands pressed together. 
I can't tell if she's the same one 

who was in front of our house. 

The ancient cart-pushing ladies © 

all look alike to me. 


I know they're not all the same ~ 
because sometimes I see them cross paths, 
| hear them greet each other 


in up-and-down tones I can't understand. 
They stop talking when I approach. 
Their seamed faces crack into grins. 
They wave as though to an idiot child. 


scar, would you stilllove her? =| 


I don't feel violated. - 
I feel blessed.’ 


an old lady's rickety bottle-cart loses a wheel. 
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a new years poem 


dedicated to you and me 


by Judy Jones — 


a new years poem 
dedicated to you and me 
who see 

| our brethren dying 
on the streets 
as rats eat the flesh 
from their bones _ 


and we sigh 
‘oh those filthy homeless 
aren't worthy of life' 


god alone sees 

the poorest of the poor 
eating from garbage cans 
and murdered in the nights 


when we die 

and asked 

if we offered beds © 

gave bread ~ 

and clothed 

the homeless 

tossed out to die 

what will our answers be 


what will they be 

when we are asked why 

we allowed our brethren to be — 
eaten alive 

by rats, roaches _ 

| and murdered in the night 
what will our answers be 


a new years poem 
dedicated to the souls 
of you and me 


NOS.) 08 

by George Wynn 

You should say yes to everything 
listen to as many as you can 

— including animals 


move across stories 
and tell your own 


with abandon and 

: no personal censor 
let exercise light 
your intellect 

taste the sweat 

of dance 

yoga your way 
toward relaxing sleep 
and dreams: 

allow yourself 

to wake refreshed 
looking forward 

to another day 

of unexpected surprises 


At the Marina 


by Joan Clair | 


At the marina 

-I breathe water and wind. 
Waves break 

against the rocks in my soul 
and take them away. 


Protected _ 
- by Sue Ellen Pector 


We're here, 
‘never left in fact, 
on.your side completely. 


This is your world, we are forever 


with vies 


Wrong 

For Nelson cat. 

by Sue Ellen Pector 
No fair 

I want you back. 

They had no right to kill 


speeding, unawares that you were 
precious. . 


| The other. 
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Food Not Bombs serves a meal to hungry people in People’s Park. 


in da darkest nights 
Bread Sans Roses" Among Thorns Or godheard : 
ee ow Clover oe 
Die alaty Ma Hil thotoe haghg seccas ct | UL Ce Boker and woe be it unto us 
tells me Amazing how who refused to see 


“No matter how sich we love ourselves, we 
need someone else to love us, don’t we?” 


The children at the synagogue serve us food. 
Numbly they distance from = 


As we sit eating, 
young children, armed with disinfectant, 
spray the tables. 

Missing the mark they 
douse our food, our faces. 


Mirroring their parents’ perspective — 

they sanitize their space 

before we finish eating. 

“The hungry” 

faceless key to 

brownie points. 
# 


take over. 


Hungry 
by Sue Ellen Pector 
Six years have elapsed. Fear gripped me tighter then. Thrown by that unfamiliar 


routine, I followed the crowd waiting endlessly for mediocre food. 
said over us found me silent and uneasy. 


Returning to the churches and synagogues, I expect to feel alien again. I keep 
‘my distance in the crowds, but I am welcomed, warmly by a few, with fatigued 
boredom by others. I sit on a stairwell wall’s edge working on my writing, 
when a man joins me. Intently he reads the poems about niy dad, from my poet- 
dry book, and makes moving remarks. I wonder where his accent is 


| I see someone I know and sit awhile with her. One man in the 
ahead of me, stares at me with seeming hostility. Another man approaches me 

| and suggests sex. I am clear but not mean in my refusal. Missing nary a beat, 

_| three feet, away | from me, he propositions the next woman he sees. 


I recognize the faces of many hungry people from place to place. Sometimes 
there are more than 200 of us, sometimes that number is halved. Next week, 


oe six years, I ait return to the food pantry for ‘bags of groceries. 


Magically Loved 
by Sue Ellen Pector 


Nelson, a large gray tabby cat I know, found me today, as I 
walked to the library to job search. As is his wont, he claimed , 
my lap and lulled me into giving him a massage. Purring loudly 
and snuggling, he pressed himself against my heart. Guiding my — 
strokes, he listened to me sob. After basking in my affection a 
while, he suddenly emitted a loud peeping sound and bit sharply 
into the sleeve of my overshirt. Startled, I apologized. Maybe I 
had touched. a sore spot. Nelson forgave me instantly and coaxed 
me into petting him again. He calmly nestled right back into his 
comfortable position. I tried to remember where my hands had 
been when he peeped and bit my sleeve. Carefully I avoided that 
area. I feel like I've landed on the world's tender spot and itis — 
biting deep into my heart. I'm all out of hope, living on, wonder- 
ing how I, magically loved by canines and felines, ever imagined 
{ might matter to anyone human. ~ 


in our one-and-only lives 

we come and go, spirits high, 

spirits low, a starting, 

a parting, an apology — 

one more wish I had and 

gee, I wish I hadn't — 
wish.... wish.... wish. 


Let's meet for java or tea, 
conjoin for laughs, for kicks, 

| for pretty clouds, for free, 

for a hundred smiles, 

a million miles or fifty feet — 
you as nifty me, me as 

nifty me. Among thorns or 
clover feel compassion 


Souls Pure as Gold 


new years poem dedicated to da 
poorest of the poor 
by Judy Jones 


ya souls are pure as gold 
_an ya Stories will be told 

cuz when you died 

as we walked by 
| in dem coldest darkest nights — 
god was recording all 

in da eternal book of life 


oh sweet baby chile 
each screechin moan 
every tear shed 
an_all ya fears 
ain't going away 


e 


each drop of blood ya shed 
will return : 

to haunt 

those that walked by 
watchin ya die : 


as rats and roaches 
ate ya alive 
while you were murdered 


Lydia Gans photo 


you sweet darlin chile 
were our own 
brothers sisters 
fathers and mothers 


ya souls are pure as gold 
an ya stories 

will be told by god 

in the eternal book of life 


Prayer 

by Sue Ellen Pector 
Listen. 

Can you, really? 

It's not to deities [ pray 

but my lost ones increasingly 
listen. 


In Tilden Park Hills 
| by Claire J. Baker 


Gnarled as manzanita 
an old man trudges 
down a narrow trail 
Behind and ahead of him 
four boys in tank tops and 
| cut-offs attack the slope 
on bikes — laughing, leaping - 

sliding, 
wheels spinning dust 

into his eyes. 

and long white beard. 


The prayers 


from. 


food line, far 


He doesn't seem to mind — 

keeps on trudging ~*~ 
into eternity 

like Father Time. 


Caritas 
by Jan Steckel 


All the rich Johns were home with their families. 

She finally went home with the puppy-eyed bartender 
from the corner sports bar where Oscar de la Hoya 
was beating up some gringo on the widescreen. 

She had told that barman so many times, 

“You can't afford me, “ but he kept hanging around, 
lighting matches for her cigarettes with only one hand, 
looking hard at her through the smoke as if 

what he could do with a matchbook 

told her what he would do in bed. 


What the hell, she theught, it's Christmas Eve. 


He only had a TV and a mattress on the floor. 
it ran through her head as she was undressing: 


4 those of you who biess the poor 


shall yourselves find blessing. 
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Fresno Lawsuit Settled 


from page 4 


decisions with considerable care and sensi- 
tivity for the class. The process she chose 
— individual interviews and an attempt to 


develop some kind of plan for as many peo- 


ple as possible — caused some initial frus- 
tration because it took a long time to imple- 
ment. In the end, though, it appears that this 


- process has been a good one. It is inevitable 
that not everyone is satisfied. But looking at - 
this as a class issue, the process has been a | 
major benefit to a great many members of — 
the homeless class. Overall, it has been: 


very good.” 


Some class action members who were - 


on level 5. received more than $20,000. 
Randy Johnson, one of the original named 
plaintiffs, bought himself a car and has 
plans to get married. Cynthia Greene is 
looking into buying an inexpensive house 
and other homeless people have moved 


into apartments or houses. By the end of 


November 2008, at least 48 homeless 


people have gotten off the streets and into 


housing as a result of the settlement. More 
are expected to move into housing soon. 
Apper, who has refused to accept com- 
pensation for her work as settlement 
administrator, is expected to release a 
financial statement in the near future. 
That report will provide transparency ina | 
process that has been criticized by many 
of the homeless who believe that money 
has been inappropriately spent. The 
rumors include paying off drug dealers, 
giving money to friends, favoritism, and 
giving money to those that are not home- 


less. The financial report will be made 
. public and anyone wanting to see how the 


money was spent will have the opportuni- 
ty to do so. : 

The settlement money, which everyone 
knew from the start was not enough to 
end homelessness in Fresno, did succeed 
in getting at least 48 people into decent. 
housing. The settlement has also had a 
ripple effect in other cities that were tak- 
ing and destroying homeless people’ S 
property. 

For example, Elisa Della-Piana, one of 
the attorneys in the Fresno case, said 
“partly as a result of the Fresno case, and 
as a step toward more effective homeless- 
ness policies, the City of Oakland is con- 
sidering changing its practices around 
confiscation and destruction of homeless 
people’s property, as well as changing or 
ceasing the criminal ge on of laws 
against sleeping.” 

The City and County of Fresno have 
also made substantial adjustments to their 
homeless policies, at least in part as a 
result of the lawsuit and settlement. With 
great fanfare, they have announced a Ten 


“Year Plan to End Homelessness. 


Preparations for this plan started in 
December of 2007 at a joint city/county 


meeting with Philip Mangano, the execu- 
tive director -of the Bush administration’s 


Interagency Council on Homelessness. 
Mangano’s pitch to end homelessness 
was followed by the establishment of a 


- task force that studied the problem and 


presented the Ten Year Plan to both the 
Fresno City Council and Board of 
Supervisors. The plan was adopted in 
September 2008, but many, including 
those on-the task force, say it is hard to 
see what concrete progress has been made 
to end homelessness in this community. 
Kiel Thomas Famellos-Schmidt, a mem- 
ber of the Ten Year Plan task force, said 
that “after the plan was adopted, it seemed 
to go underground. I have no. idea what if 
any movement has happened since then.” 
Kevin D. Hamilton, director of special 
populations program at the Clinica Sierra 
Vista Divasadero, was on the task force 
with Kiel. He said, “I am pleased we now 
have a Ten Year Plan. It is up to us to 
hold the city, county and agencies that 


Dee Phillips was shocked and angered when she tried to recover her property, taken by the city in one of their 
clean-ups. The city was ordered by the court to store homeless people’s property for 90 days. Instead of safely photo 
storing property, they put it in alts container, where it was destroyed by mold and mildew after it rained. 


serve the homeless accountable for its 
implementation. We must be quick to 


point it out when they lag and just as 


quick to congratulate them when there is 


progress. One thing we cannot allow is for. 


this plan to end up on a shelf along with 
so many others. The work has just begun. 
Let’s get to it!” 

Gregory Barfield, City Councilmember 
Cynthia Sterling’s assistant, told me that 
they are moving forward with the Ten 
Year Plan and Housing First. When the 
Santa Fe railroad told Fresno officials 
they were going to evict homeless resi- 
dents from their property on H Street 
(south of Ventura), the city and county 
got together to discuss what options they 
had available. Barfield said, “We are 
looking at existing buildings that can be 
quickly placed in service.” 

_ According to Barfield, they are also 
looking at a program, perhaps something 


like the one used in the lawsuit settlement, 


as a model for how to provide homeless 
people with decent and affordable hous- 


“ing. The city and county are seriously 


looking at providing homeless people 
with a place to go, rather than forcing 


them into tool sheds or chasing them = 


one encampment to another. 

While this policy change is being 
looked into, the City-of Fresno is continu- 
ing to “clean up’. homeless encampments 
in the downtown area. This sometimes 
involves taking homeless people’s proper- 
ty and, at other times, city workers only 
take the trash that inevitably accumulates. 


The court order now prevents the city 


from taking and immediately destroying 
homeless people’s property. The city poli- 
cy now directs the Sanitation department 
to take anything of obvious value that is 
found during a “clean up” and store it for 
90 days. There are problems with the 
implementation of this new policy, which 
for all practical purposes, results in the 


same thing that was happening before the — 


lawsuit — homeless people’s property is 
taken and destroyed. The only difference 
is that the city stores it for 90 days first. 
After the first “clean up” when the new 
policy went into effect, I went with Dee 
Phillips, whose property was taken, to see 
if she could reclaim it. What Dee saw 
-made her upset. “It’s all ruined,” she said. 
“We can’t even use our sleeping bags 
because they all smell He mildew.” 
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The Sie had put the homeless people’s 
property in a large container, put it on the 
parking lot at the city yard downtown, and 
not properly covered it. The rain ruined 
everything in'the container. 

My next experience with recovering 
homeless people’s property from a “clean 


- up” was with Cynthia Greene. This time, 


the container was properly covered, but 
the large container was packed solid with 
homeless people’s property and garbage 


in varying states of decay. To find some- 


thing, you literally had to dig through tons 
of property and garbage, with cockroaches 
climbing all over you, lifting and moving 
couches and other heavy objects. 
Reclaiming property from a “clean-up” is 
not for the weak or faint of heart. 

-If you ask the city sanitation depart- 
ment about homeless people reclaiming 
their property, they will tell you that 


-almost nobody takes advantage of their 


services. There is a reason why! 

The Fen: = ¥ ear Plan to End 
Homelessness in Fresno focuses on the 
Housing First model. Housing First, as it 
has been described by Mangano, will put 
chronically homeless people into decent 


housing. The program provides housing to 


people, without preconditions. In other 
words, in order to. get housing, a homeless 


person does not have to stop drinking, — 


taking drugs, or be seve cured as 
mental illness. 

‘The theory behind Housing First is that 
once you stabilize housing, then people 
are able to address the other issues in their 
life that are preventing them from living a 
happy, healthy, and fulfilling life. An inte- 
gral part of the program is to provide each 
homeless person with all of the help they 
need to get off and stay off the streets. 

When Mangano presented the Housing 
First model to Fresno a year ago, he said 


that providing housing for the homeless is 


less expensive than the current “shelter 
model” and ‘it has better success at reduc- 


ing homelessness. Mangano cited a study — 
in San Diego where “after they had 


expended three million dollars on 15 peo- 
ple, at the end of 18 months those same 
15 people were in the same condition and 
situation that they were at the beginning 
of the 18 months. They were on the same 
streets, the same street corners, same 
doorways and, more importantly, ready to 
randomly ricochet through those very 


Mike Rhodes 


expensive systems once again.” | 
Mangano said. that the City of San 


Diego could have provided these home-— 


less people with luxury condos on beach- 
front property and spent less money. 


The reason, according to Mangano, 


that it is so expensive to maintain the cur- 


rent system is that city and county offi- 


cials must pay for emergency medical ser- 
vices, police, sanitation, food, shelter, and 
other services for homeless people. He 
_said that “by providing them with perma- 
‘nent supportive HOuSIEE, you can actually 
_ achieve cost savings.” 

Mangano said, “In the cost studies that 
have been done around the country, the 


range of chronically homeless people — 


going through those expensive health and 
law enforcement systems ranges from 


$35,000-$150,000 per year per person. 
The cost of providing housing, a room, or . - 


an efficiency apartment with support ser- 
vices is between $13,000-$25,000. So, for 
public policy makers, the choice is an 
obvious one. We can pay a lot to have 
people continue to be homeless and ran- 
domly ricocheting through expensive sys- 
tems, or we can pay much less to actually 
Solve the problem by providing permanent 


_and supportive housing.” 


The lawsuit helped to focus the City. 
and County of Fresno on the homeless 


issue. In addition, the settlement has had a 
significant and beneficial effect on many 


homeless people. But now it is time to 
institutionalize the changes that are need- 
ed to end homelessness. 

With a new mayor in Fresno, a com- 
mitment from both city and county offi- 


cials to take on this challenge, and a Ten - 


Year Plan to End Homelessness; this com- 
munity has every reason to expect (and 
demand) substantial progress on this issue 
in the months and years to come. 


Full Disclosure: Mike Rhodes, the editor — 


of Community Alliance newspaper, believes 
homeless people deserve the same civil and 
human rights we all enjoy in this country. He 
was also a'paid consultant for the homeless 
plaintiffs and attorneys in the class action law- 
suit against the City of Fresno and Caltrans. 


For a list of articles about the struggle for: 


civil liberties for homeless people in Fresno, 
see the Community Alliance website: 
http://www. fresnoalliance.com/home/home- 
lessness.htm 
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Homelessness and the Obama Administration 


from page I 


United States for their callous treatment 
of those who are poor and/or homeless. 
This point should be made as clearly, 
and diplomatically, as possible to mem- 
bers of the incoming Obama administra- 
tion. Given the fact that the president- 
elect has already asserted his belief that 


* healthcare is a human right, getting him to 


add economic security and housing to his 
list of rights that will be supported by his. 
change-oriented administration seems to 
me to be an achievable objective. 

The current global financial ‘crisis is the 
third factor which should be cited by those 


seeking to get the incoming administration 


to commit to the elimination of endemic 
poverty and homelessness. The key point to 
be made is that this ominously expanding 
crisis should be seen as an early warning of 
big, unavoidable problems ahead. 


Hundreds of millions of workers from 


developing nations such as China, India, 


- Brazil,.and scores of other rapidly develop- 


ing nations, are beginning to. participate in 
the integrated global financial system. 


-_Those. workers, who can and do prosper 


even though their wages tend to be only a 


fraction of those paid to their U.S. counter- - 


parts who are similarly employed, are des- 
tinéd to displace-a huge swath of the U.S. 
labor force. When this occurs, the current 
mortgage crisis roiling the U.S. economy 
will appear small by comparison. 

_ Most important, it is almost certain that 
the number of U.S. citizens forced. into 


becomes more widespread. The sooner 
the Obama administration begins to pre- 
pare for this eventuality, the better. And 
the best preparation they can engage in 
will include an updated, radically expand-- 


‘ed domestic social safety net. 


Whenever and wherever possible, pro- 
ponents of a radically expanded social 
safety net should emphasize the point that 
new programs, priorities and initiatives 
designed to eliminate endemic poverty 
and homelessness are critically important 
to this nation’s long-term viability. They 
should also note that the longer it takes 
before the United States establishes a 21st 
century safety net, the bigger the task will 
be when it is eventually addressed. 


My fervent hope is that the hordes of 


bright men and women hovering around 


Barack Obama as he prepares his govern- _ 


ing agenda possess more understanding of 


these matters than is apparent to me at this © 


moment..I hope they are discussing with 


the president-elect the nation’s urgent - 


need to begin work on the necessary 
social reforms as soon after he takes 
office as possible — because city streets 
across the nation are being flooded with 
jobless, penniless, homeless people. 
Unfortunately, many of those destined 


‘to become members of the nation’s omi- 


nously expanding population of destitute, 


- homeless people are currently convinced, 
as is “Joe the Plumber,” that government 


should not be used to address their prob- 
lems, because they are not millionaires, 
nor billionaires of the sort who hang out 


-on Wall Street. 


poverty, out of their homes and onto the 


streets, will grow exponentially as the 
transforming impact of these new workers 


ft 
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market, gentrification has replaced inexpensive housing 


with luxury residential or commercial property, without 


provision for those displaced. Currently, in no U.S. coun- 


ty can a minimum-wage worker afford a one-bedroom 


apartment, according to federal affordability guidelines. 
According to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD), approximately 5.99 million low- 
income households had worst-case housing needs in 
2005, the most recent year: for which data is available; 
that number does not include persons who were homeless 
or who were living doubled up. Even emergency shelter 
is insufficient: according to the most recent data from 


HUD, approximately 280,000 persons were unsheltered- 


‘on a single night in 2007. 


Subpopulations of homeless and at-risk people have. 


particular needs. Homeless veterans, both men and 
women, account for 30% of the adult homeless popula- 
tion, and the numbers threaten to rise as a result of inade- 
quate support for those returning from the current Gulf 
wars. For women, domestic violence is a leading cause of 
homelessness, but there is a severe shortage of housing 
for women fleeing abuse. Unaccompanied youth also 


face a shortage of housing options — in 2007, programs | 


funded by the Runaway and Homeless Youth: Act made 
street contacts with over 740,000 youths, but only 7% 
received shelter or housing options. Additionally, many 
homeless persons have disabilities or suffer from addic- 
tions and need permanent, supportive housing. For exam- 


‘ple, access to affordable housing is critical for persons 


with HIV/AIDS — a 15-year longitudinal study by 
Columbia University found housing to be one of the pri- 
mary needs for persons living with HIV/AIDS, and hous- 


ing with supportive services provided a critical pathway 


to HIV care and treatment. 
Recommendation: Fund at least 150,000 new housing 


vouchers each year to help address the critical shortage of 


rental housing affordable to people with extremely low 
incomes who are homeless or at risk of homelessness; cre- 


ate and sustain 90,000 additional units of permanent sup- 


portive housing; add 20,000 new HUD-VASH vouchers 


and 40,000 new units of permanent supportive housing for 


veterans who are homeless or at risk by enacting and fully 
funding the Homes for Heroes bill you introduced; and 
fully fund the housing programs created by the Violence 
Against Women Act, sponsored by Vice-President Elect 
Biden. Additionally, quickly promulgate regulations for the 


How utterly tragic... 


A homeless woman in San Francisco takes refuge in a doorway as 


Robert Terrell 


her only place of sanctuary in an affluent city. 7 Photo 


National Housing Trust Fund and work to increase Trust 


Fund funding to $5 billion. Protect homeless families by 
providing 19,000 housing vouchers under the Family 
Unification Program. Lastly, prevent low-income people 
from becoming homeless as a result of the current foreclo- 
sure crisis by immediately providing $575 million to HUD 
to use to assist tenants displaced by foreclosure. 


3. ENSURE ADEQUATE INCOMES. 


Background: Approximately 44% of the adult homeless 
population has performed some type of work for pay in 


any given month, yet most do not make enough to afford 


housing. Many more homeless persons may be unable to 


‘work due to disabling conditions — some 31% of home- 


less adults experience mental illness, addiction or both in a 
year; and approximately 45%: suffer from chronic health 
conditions, such as asthma, diabetes, cancer, or lost limbs. 
Yet, while many are eligible for disability benefits under 
the Supplemental Security Income (SSJ) or Social Security 
Disability Income (SSDI) programs, only 11% receive SSI 
and only 8% receive SSDI benefits. 


Recommendation: Ensure that every American has an. 
annual income — whether through wages, public income 


assistance, tax credits, or a combination thereof — suffi- 
cient to obtain and maintain permanent housing that costs 
no more than 30 percent of the household’s income. 


4. EXPAND ACCESS TO HEALTH SERVICES 


Background: Homeless people suffer from multiple 
health problems at a rate far higher than the general U.S. 
population, yet 55% have no medical insurance; only 
30% receive Medicaid, and.only 7% receive medical care 
from the Department of Veterans Affairs. Once people 
become homeless, they have shorter life spans than 
housed persons, and are three or four times more likely to 
die prematurely due at least in part to. untreated medical 
problems. When homeless persons are hospitalized, they 


remain in the hospital longer than housed persons with 


similar ailments. Mental health and substance abuse dis- 
orders are also common — as many as.74% of homeless 
adults have experienced a mental health, alcohol, or drug 
problem within the past year. Without access to treat- 
ment, these issues may both prolong and be exacerbated 
by homelessness. 

' Recommendation: Ensure that your health care plan 
guarantees access and eliminates all financial barriers to 
comprehensive health services — including mental 
health services — for all Americans, and enact Medicaid 
policies that allow reimbursement for effective services 
that help reduce the use of more costly emergency and 


hospital care. 


5. ENsSuRE ACCESS TO EDUCATION FOR HOMELESS 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH 


Background: School is a place of safety, structure, and 
opportunity. Yet homeless children and youth face 
unique barriers to education..These barriers include being 
unable to meet enrollment.requirements, high residential 
mobility, lack of transportation, lack of school supplies 
and clothing, and poor health, fatigue, and hunger. When 


.these barriers are not addressed; homeless children and 


youth often are unable to attend, or even enroll in, school, 
which prevents them from obtaining the education that is 
guaranteed under law and is their best hope of escaping 
poverty as adults. The McKinney-Vento Act’s Education 
for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) program was 
created specifically to remove the barriers to education, 
including early childhood education, caused by home- 
lessness. It was amended most recently in Title X, Part C, 
of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). 

Recommendation: By 2010, strengthen educational 
access and stability for homeless children and youth, 
including young children and unaccompanied youth, 
through the reauthorization and the full funding of the 
education subtitle of the McKinney-Vento Act. 


6. PROTECT HOMELESS PEOPLE FROM 
DISCRIMINATION 


Background: Homeless persons encounter many chal- 
lenges not faced by housed persons when trying to exer- . 
cise basic civil rights. Homeless persons seeking to vote 
or register to vote may face obstacles because of their 
inability to prove residency or because they lack the nec- 
essary identification documents such as a photo ID. The 
lack of ID also may cause them to be denied access to 
government buildings, such as Social Security offices, 


even when the purpose of their visit is to obtain replace- 


ment identification documents. City ordinances frequent- 
ly serve as a tool for criminalizing homelessness — pro- 
hibiting persons from engaging in necessary, life-sustain- 
ing activities in public spaces even when those persons 
have nowhere else to go. Furthermore, some cities have 
taken the criminalization of homelessness a step further, 
by prohibiting public feeding of groups of homeless per- 
sons or limiting feeding to certain parts of the city. 

Recommendation: Homeless persons’ civil rights to 
vote, to frequent public places, to utilize public facilities, 
and to enjoy equal protection of the law must be support- 
ed and advanced. 
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Review by Mary Meriam 


he cover of Julia Vinograd’s new book of 
poems, America Is Hiding Under My Bed, is 
graced by a lively, loving portrait of Julia, 


painted by her sister, Deborah Vinograd. Both 
Vinograds are portrait artists: Julia paints with words; 
Debbie is a poet with paint. 
Adrienne Rich could have been describing the 
Vinograd sisters when she wrote, “The revolutionary 


poet loves people, rivers, other creatures, stones, trees 


inseparably from art, is not ashamed of any of these 
loves, and for them conjures a language that is public, 
intimate, inviting, terrifying, and beloved.” 

The book’s eponymous. poem is a public, intimate, 
inviting, terrifying, and beloved portrait of America as a 
felon, fugitive, and addict. In contrast to a poem about 
hiding is this poem about being invisible in plain sight: 


- ON THE STREET 
by Julia Vinograd 


I’m not here, don’t look at me. 

Don’t scream when your children look at me, 

do you think bad dreams are contagious? 

Do you think I’ll breathe bad luck on your children? 
Suppose you’d-spent the afternoon 

shining in your lover’s bed 

and then brought him home to meet your parents 
and they screamed 

“Don’t touch that, you don’t know where it’s heer! % 
You can’t see me, 

I’m just a crack in your contact lens; 

I’m just a crack in your mirror. 

My hands are dirty. 

I’ve got your shadow under my fi ngernails, 

I can’t wash it out. 

I’ve got the shakes, 

my own ‘skin isn’t speaking to me 
and I’m not speaking to you. 

I’m not here, I have no past, 

no memories, no name, not allowed. 
So I eat your memories like garbage 
all your buried broken promises 
and the bad dreams you forget 

till you see me. Till you don’t see me. 
I’m not here. 


? 


DRUN K 
by Julia Vinograd 


“It’s not the same.” 

He wasn’t even talking to the bartender, 

maybe to a ship’s anchor 

mounted above the bar. 

“When I got drunk the Pied Piper had nothing on me. 
I could lead telephone poles out of a ue 


_ and trees out of the forest ; 
and women, well women.”’ He gulped the rest of his scotch 
_and ordered another, saying nothing | 


till it was clutched safely in his hand 
in case he sank eye to eye with he ee 


_at the bottom of the sea. 


“I’m like a carbon copy of myself now, 


_ just going thru the motions. 


I know it, the women know it, 
even the booze knows it. , 
Didya know you can stay drunk 


_and still be unfaithful to liquor i in your heart? 

Believe me, liquor does not forgive. 

Booze wants a virgin liver to ravage — 

anda glitter-swallowing throat to french- kiss 

and a heart that falls in love with the phone book. 
When I had everything booze gave me something better. _ 


Now—” he turned his head, he had the cheekbones 
of a handsome man around pouched bloodshot eyes. 
“J just get drunk when I drink, Vmnotevenold =< 
and I’m almost relieved at my hangover 


_because it means the drunk is over : 
_when the telephone poles and Hee and women 
went on without me. 

No, I won’t stop. 


I can’t throw away my life’s work. 
But it’s sad. 7 - 


eli eryctcnponat blublcnaa bahia ucduneonsadilis 


A portrait of nerkeis poet J ulia Vinograd painted c 
_ her sister Deborah Vinograd. 


_ What is it about the street that makes people “not here”? 


Bad dreams, bad luck, dirty, shadow, shakes, garbage, 


buried, broken, “no memories, no name, not allowed.” We 
need to be seen. Likewise, we need to be heard. 

Julia’s poems remind us, with gentle force and sensi- 
tive passion, that an important human need is to be seen, 
heard, and remembered. We all need a name that we call 
our own, and we need other people to remember and say 
our name. This gives us a feeling of expansion, like 
‘breathing, and a feeling of belonging. 

“Young Student” is one of Julia’s many Berkeley street 
portraits, so alive that it seems to be written on the spot. In 
this poem, the young student is tenderly and forgivingly 
portrayed. The contrast between the student’s innocence 
and the hard facts of war are deliciously rendered. 


War. Nations. Government. It’s too silly. 

She stepped in history like a cat 

stepping in wet paint 

and getting little red paw prints over everything. 

Julia’s poems frequently transform abstract concepts 
into animistic life. In “Happy Endings,” her witty voice 
is especially vibrant in these lines: 


Happy endings were a door slammed against my nose - 


and I could hear it locking on the other side. 
How rude. 


_ Julia’s poems show again and again, that no matter 
how many times the door is slammed in our face, we 
must stand up again and keep trying. And one of the best 
ways to try again is to speak, no matter how ugly we feel 
our words might be. There is great strength in “Witch.” 


I want to bé a witch like Mother 
and have words leap out of my throat” 
like warty toads. 


“Tragedy silences us. We feel crushed, numbed, and 
dumbed by the terrible things done to us in life. But 
Julia’s poems inspire us to “spit out the pits,” the hard, | 
indigestible troubles, swallow the cherries, and let the” 
cherry blossoms of compassion bloom in our throats, as 
they do i in “A Bag of Cherries.” : 


4 


spit out the pits and feel cherry blaoas 
opening in my throat as I swallow. 
Cherry blossoms pink over soldiers’ graves. 


Here’s a poem by Robert Herrick (1591-1674), dedi- 
cated to Julia and her new book. 

Cherry Ripe 
Cherry-ripe, ripe, ripe, I cry, 
Full and fair ones; come, and buy: 
If so be you ask me where 
They do grow? I answer, there 
Where my Julia’s lips do smile;— 
There’s the land, or cherry-isle; 
Whose plantations fully show 
All the year where cherries grow. 


You can find Julia Vinograd on Telegraph or at Fourth 
Street, hawking her book for $5. You’ ll know it’s her by 
‘the portrait on the cover. 


